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PREFACE 


R. POLWHELE having thought proper, at the 
1 commencement of this correſpondence to bring it 
before the public, Dr. HAWRER conceives it to be a 
gaty which he owes the public, to publiſh every thing 
ommcted with it: neither ſhould he think himſelf juſti- 
hed in holding back any part of the correſpondence with 
which, after Mr. Polwhele's appeal to the public, that 
public hath an undoubted right to be acquainted, Under 
this idea the Doctor begs permiſſion to introduce his ſecond 


primed Letter to Mr, Polwhele, with the information of 


what hath paſſed in private between Mr, Polwhele and 
himſelf, ſince the publication of his former letter. 


Dr. H. having waited ſomewhat more than ten weeks 
from the time he ſent forth his anſwer to Mr, Polwhele's 
firſt letter (and which he diſmiſſed in one week from the 
receipt of it) and not hearing of Mr. P's intention of 
making a reply, thought it right to ſend by poſt a private 
letter to Mr, P. of which the following is a copy. Hz 
only would premiſe, before the Reader enters upon thz 
peruſal of it, (leſt Mr, P. ſhould aſcribe improper mo- 
tives to the deſign of this letter) that he ſolemnly proteſts 


he had not the moſt diſtant idea at the time he ſent this 


letter, nor for more than a fortnight after, of being ho- 
nored again with Mr, P's public correſpondence. 
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Plymouth, 6th November, 1799, 


Rev. Sir, | 

After what hath paſſed between us in a public manner 
at your inſtance, it may perhaps at firſt ſurprize you to 
receive a private letter from me at mine. 


There are two molives leading to this correſpondence, 
and I hope they will both be found to carry with them 
their own apology. 


The firſt is to inform you that I have in my poſſeſſion 
of your books you ſent me to ſell for you, remaining un- 
ſold, twelve copies of the Hiſtorical Views, and eight of 
the Proſpectus. They have been faithfully preſerved, 
and ſhall be until it may ſuit your convenience to ſend 
for them; or if more pleaſing 10 you, they ſhall be care- 
fully packed up and ſent or delivered to your order. 


The other motive I have in writing is to aſſure you, 
that all reſentment on my part is for ever done away. 


In dying creatures, ſuch as we are, it were ſomewhat 
_ worſe than childiſh, to continue contention over the grave. 


- : That we ſtand upon different ground in ſentiment, is 
very certain; which, if continuing to the end, mult pro- 
duce a very different iſſue, But in the mean time I beg 
to aſſure you that you have my ſincereſt wiſhes for your 
temporal and ſpiritual welfare, 

I remain, 

Reverend Sir, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


ROBERT HAWKER. 
The 
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The 29th of November Dr. H. received a letter by 
poſt from Mr, P. of which the following is a copy: 

Manaccan, Nov. 26, 1799. 
Reverend Sir! 

I received your favor of the 6th inſtant, and waited 
only to have an opportunity of informing you, that 
Flindell, of Helſton, Printer, has order to ſend to Mr, 
Haydon, Bookſeller, Plymouth, ſome copies of“ A Se- 
cond Letter,“ &c. 


Of theſe orders, T have advertiſed Haydon, of Ply- 
mouth, in a letter which will accompany this; deſiring 
him to wait upon you with a copy of the“ Second Let- 
ter, in my name, 


J have, alſo, requeſted the favor of him to ſend to 
London for ſome of my Diſcourſes, and, as ſoon as they 
ſhall arrive, to beg your acceptance of the volumes. 


All the delays of publiſhing, &c. &c. is attributable 
to the Printers and Bookſellers, Of the publication of 
My Firſt Leiter“ to you, I know ſcarcely any thing, 
and could not, for a long time, procure a copy for myſelf. 


My * Second Letter,” has been, a great while, in the 
preſs, though only a ſixpenny pamphlet: And, it it go 
by the waggon to Plymouth, London, &c. a month or 
more will elapſe before its regular publication. When 
my Heliton Printer chules to ſend the copies to Falmouth, 


— we 


will receive one for you aiſy—which you 
will probubly get before the arrival of H :ydon's, | 


It you wil! not condeſcend to accept of the copies of 


= „ me 


1 
the Hiſtorical Views, &c. at your houſe, for yourſelf and 


friends, (and be aſſured they are much at your ſervice) 
be kind enough to have them delivered to Haydon. 


I have written nothing (nor do I mean to write any 
thing) that concerns you, except the © Second Letter,” 
and (what was delivered to the Printer as a poſtſeript to 
it) * Anecdotes of Methodiſm.” Theſe Anecdotes are 
now printing as a detached work, with the addition of a 
Sermon. I mention this circumſtance, as it is not my 
wiſh ever again to call your conduct or opinions in 
queſtion. And it is not my fault, that both © the Second 
Letter” and the Anecdotes have not been publiſhed long 
lince. If ſeveral Sermons againſt Enthuſiaſm, &c. (and 
other Tratts) which I have by me, ſhould appear at any 
future time, you are not to conclude, that they bear any 
alluſion to you. I am afraid, that in controverſies, the 


mind of neither party is ſufficiently open to conviction, 


If, however, I ſhould think differently hereatter, be al- 
ſured, that no obſtacle whatever ſhall preclude my revo- | 
cation of my publiſhed ſentiments, At preſent, I am 
convinced l feel, that I am right, and that 1 act ſin- 
cerely, With reſpett to our per/onal feelings, your 
Anſwer was extremely harſh and ſeveies My Reply 1 
ſharp, but not, I truſt, illiberal. But now, I beg to 
aſſure you, that * all reſentment.is, on my part, for ever 
done away,” and that you have“ my ſincereſt wiſhes for 
your temporal and ſpiritual welfare,” 
| I remain, Rev. Sir, 

Your very faichful ſervant, 

R. POLWHELE. 
3 EM The 
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The 10th of December Mr. Hay don brought a copy of 
Mr. Polwhele's Second Letter, which is now betore the 
public. At which time Dr. H. delivered the books re- 
ferred to in the private letter of the 6th of November, 
together with a letter for Mr. P. of which the luli-wing 
is a copy: 
Reverend Sir, 

I have to acknowledge your favor of the £61 inſtar, 
which came to hand in due courſe of poſt ; arid have 
taken the earlieſt moment to make reply to it, that it 
may be in readineſs again the time taat lr. Hay don 
ſhall call, as you have piopoſed, with a copy of your 
public letter, | 

As 1 am perſettly unapprized of the contents of your 
ſecond publication, you cannot be led to ſuppoſe, that 
when I decline, as I now do, he acceptance of the books 
which you have ſo long let at my nouſe, and of the copy 
ol tie Diſcourſes you mention, as intending to lend me 
by Mr. Hay don, that I am prompted by any thing which 
may appcar in your new publica ion. Be aſſured, Sir 
this is no the cale, But the real motives for declining 
the acceptance of your preſents are theſe—PFor the peru- ; 
ſal of ur Hiltorical Works I can find no leiſure; and 
for your iubjetts on Diviany, atter the ſpecimen 1 have 
already hai, I can have 11 predilection. 


I am waning, with fume tirall degree of impatience, 
the arrival vi your /ccond public Letter : ſoon after the 
receipt of which, Lth:ll d-- my felt the honor of as pub= 
licly acknowledgi g your lavor. in the interim I remain, 

S i, your molt humble ſervan, 


Plymouth, Þ ail . Vicarage, KK HAWKERo 


he Nov. 30, 1799. 
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( viii } 

From this ſtatement of particulars which have taken 
place, intermediate to the firl{ and ſecond correſpondence, 
the public mind will be now better prepared to enter up- 
on the ſubjett of the ſecond letter which follows, than if 
this information had been kept back, 


A SLCOND 


A 
SECOND LETTER, &c. 


- — — 


Piymouth, Charles Vicarage, 
December 10, 1799. 
REVEREND SIR, | 


OUR Second Letter was put into my hands 
this morning. I have ſeen enough of its 
contents already, to diſcover the nature of my 
obligations to you upon the occaſion. To be 
noticed by you in this manner, or indeed in any 
manner, is certainly a mark of diſtinction. You 
have done, what you thought proper to do reſpect- 
ing me, no doubt, in a way beſt ſuited to your 
feelings, and to your courteſy. It were unrealon- 
able to expect more from any man. 

I am not a little gratified to find that you have 
accepted the hint I gave you, and to the honor 
you intend me from your pielent publication, you 
have now added the politenels of ſending me a 
copy of it. Be aſſured, Sir, that I have a proper 
ſenſe of both favors, 


I had 


(40) 


I had thought, from your long ſilence, that our 
correſpondence was ended. But it appears that 
in this I was miſtaken. | 

There is a diſpoſition in the human mind, ſince 
the fall, (I know not by what name particularly 
to call it) which acts the very reverſe of what 
it should, to produce the peace and tranquillity 
of ſociety. Inacceſſible to juſt and proper im- 
preſſions, in proportion as it loſes more and more 
of the finer feelings by its progrels in error, it be- 
comes hardened from habit. Hence, in the place 
of that generous ſenſibility, which, next to the 
pleaſure reſulting from having done what 1s right, 
is unqueſtionably the quick apprehenſion of know- 
ing, and as candidly confeſſing, the having done 

what is wrong; the mind diſdains all conviction. 
Pardon me, Sir, if I venture to ſuggeſt, that 
ſomewhat of this nature attaches itſelf to you, 

To every perſon, acquainted with the ſubject of 
our controveriy, but Mr. Pole heie himſeif, it muſt 
have a -ared, on ihe fu left aud faireſt teſtimony, 


that the obloquy, and reproach, you thought pro- 
per to thro» on me, in your firft Letter, were, in 
a great meaſure, if not alivgether, unmerited. — 
And it could” hot but ſtrike every un» ejudiced 
mind, in the fame moment, with equal conviction, 
that 


hol Wis © 
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* 
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E 


that if I had erred in my religious deportment, it 


was an error, that ought not to have been con- 
ſidered perſonally offenſive to you; nenher dich it 


belong to your province, particularly to reprove. 


You faid indeed, I have thus dared, in the name of 
my clerical brethren, to expoſtulate with you.* But 


without calling in queſſion your veracity on this 


point, the higheſt compliment which can be paid, 
either to the wiſdom, or to the liberality, of that 
venerable body, you profefled to perſonate, would 
be, to ſuppole, that both in your darings, and in 
your expoſtulations, you very far exceeded their 
commiſſion. For ſure I am, how different ſoever 
the medium may be, through which any of the 
Clergy of Cornwall behold the truths of the goſpel, 
from the Vicar of Charles; it is impoſſible that an 
Individual among the Clergy of the whole County 
could be found, who would have ſet his imprimatur 


to the many illiberal and ungentleman like paſſages 


which are contained in that letter. 
But, Sir, ſetting aſide the whole of your ft 
correſpondence, it is to what hath followed ſince, 


in your deportment, that I advert, in the ob- 


ſervation juſt made. Inſtead of exerciſing that 


true magnanimity of the mind, which, no doubt, 


Page 60, firſt Letter, 


in 


( 12 ) 
in its higheſt inſtance is a conqueſt over the angry 
paſſions of our nature; and particularly, in that 
molt difficult part, where the injurer is called up- 
on to forgive the injured: inſtead of following up 
the dictates of that a-{mirable precept, with which 
you yourlelf profeſſed, to be ſo much charmed ; of 
doing juſtice, loving mercy, and walking humbly 
with God: inflead, of availing yourſelf of the 
highly favored moment, of making peace, when 
my conciliatory letter firſt ſeeking it, came to your 
hands; (and which, as appears both by the date 
of it, as well as the date of your anſwer, was in 
ample ſeaſon to have prevented your ſecond Letter 
iſſuing from the preſs) inſtead of manifeſting ſuch 


a true nobility of ſoul, and which would have 


advanced Mr. P. in the love and eſteem of every 
generous mind: what hath been your conduct to- 
wards me ſince? Not contented with your former 
miſrepreſentations of my character, you have en- 
deavoured in this laſt letter, to draw it in yet darker 
shades, and have done every thing, the utmoſt 
malice could deviſe, to blacken the reputation of 


one, whom you never ſaw, who never could have 
injured you, and againſt whom, you had no one 


cauſe of provocation, either of fancied, or real evil, 
of which perſonally to complain. 
From 
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From an authority, which it is our higheſt wil- 
dom to reverence, we learn, that it muſt needs be 
that offences come. They muſt indeed c me, be- 


* cauſe they unavoidably ariſe, cut of the very na- 
ture, and conſtitution of man, as he now is. and 
from the ſituation in which he is now placed. — 


But though it be among the infelicities o' the pre- 
tent tate, that offences muſt come; it is chiefly 
from our aggravation of the eviis of life, when 


| they are made to ſtay. 


Semper et infirmi eſt auimi exiguique voluptas 
Vitio, 


Miſtaken however as I have been in my ideas, 
that a correſpondence like your's, originating, as it 
did, in unprovoked anger, could terminate fo 
ſpeedily; nothing can qua my aſtonishment as 
the information, that even Mr. Polwhele himſelf 
could poſſibly conſider my anlwer to be extremely 
harſh and fevere. Surely, Sir! you are che only 
man alive can think ſo. I defy you to produce 
a ſingle circumſtance in my letter to you, in which 
I have departed from the candor, the manners, or 
the dignity of the gentleman. You ſpeak indeed, 
of the blaſt of my trumpet, and the gathering to- 
gether of the multitudes, like the locuſts of the Pro- 


B phet: 


ready to accept the juſtice of deciſion, and bend 


(14-1 | 
ple: But it is Mr. Polwhele which ſaith this, and 
that's enough. Every one who knows any thing . 
of our conteſt, knows that it was you, and you 
only, which ſounded the horn of clamor, and com- 
manded me, however unreluctantly on my part, to P- 
the battle. And though, when obeying your ſum- 4 
mons, and following you to the field, I found you he 
armed with ſuch weapons, as would have diſgraced ſo. 
any cauſe but your's ; yet in all that I have done, 0 
or ſaid, I have been acting merely on the defenſive. of 
It was certainly a duty which I owed myſelf, my o 
family, the cauſe of truth, and the world at large, Ne 
to call into my aid every juſt and proper method 
to shield a reputation, dearer to every man ofand 
right feelings, than life itſelf, from the hand olbof 
violence and cruelty. All 
But it is poſſible, no doubt, on a ſubject ſo al but 
lowedly intereſting, to feel too ſenſibly, and to81Ns 
repel an injury too sharply. And we are bulelf 
partial judges in our own cauſe, IH I have there." 
fore uſed any unbecoming warmth, or acted witlöorele 


an aſperity unſuitabie to the occaſion, I shall band 
$ 


to reproof, before any fair and honorable tri dea 


retf 


bunal. You will allow me, however, to lay, tha 4 


I should firſt claim the privilege of a Briton, anc 
challeng WI! 
ove 


1. Hg 
o mop Mr. P. from being among the jurors of 
u my trial. 
From the hurt you ſeem to exprels, in the ſup- 
. poſed ſeverity of my anſwer to your A letter I 
1. am ſo apprehenſive that my reply to your fſecont, 
i how mild foever it may be worded, will be deemed 
ed fo, that before I enter upon my vindication, I 
ie, Would previouſly beg you to take a cool retroſpect 
ie, of your behaviour towards me, and then aſk your 
ny Own heart what treatment you think you really 
cre, Merit ? 
od! In the very onſet of your bold, unauthorized, 
ofand unqualified accuſations, you manifeſted a diſ- 
| oſpoſition to hoſtility, which outraged all decorum. 
Aſſuming for granted, what never had exiſtence, 
| al but in the extravagancies of your own heated ima- 
tcgination; you came forward with a mightineſs of 
puſelf- ſufficiency, as if the whole ſtructure, both of 
ere Church and State, was in danger, and reſted its 
viereſervation upon the proweſs of your ſingle arm. 
11 bnd while inflated with rage in the proſpect of 
ms his phantom of the brain, which your bewildered 


| { ideas alone had realized to your view, like the 


[1 FEtful Porcupine, armed at all points cap-a-pee, 
an u ſoon diſcharged every quill in your fury, 


engl you had left yourſelf bare, and without 
sovering. 


| 


A 
$* 


( 16 ) 
Three months have ſince nearly elapſed (and | 
three months, for ought I know, naturaliſts can 
beſt determine, may be ſufficient to form anew thoſe | 
weapons to an animal of that deſcription) and you 
have once more advanced to the combat with 
double fury, and again darted every quill at . 
afresh, though convinced, by woeful experience 
from your laſt diſgraceful attack, that not a ſings 
one from your former covering ever wounded me 
Had the love of God, or the love of man, 
real zeal for the true intereſts of religion, or a req 
regard for the true welfare of the ſtate, been amor: 
the apologies of your conduct; facts, and n 
fiction, would have formed the outlines of you. | 
correſpondence. But neither the ſeriouſneſs « 1 
your ſubject, nor the ſanctity of your own ch) 
raQer as a miniſter of Chriſt, were with you a c 
reſtraint to ſuppreſs that vein of ſatire which & _ / 
dently appears to be your forte. 7 
Your profeſſions were indeed pure, (for h 
should they be otherwiſe with the church in vic 


* 


l 
| 
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and while oſtenſibly ſupporting her beſt intere!' f 


but ſoon loſing fight of that ſacred incloſure, y- © 
loon appear as on a Theatre, where the vari! 
characters, ſelected for public entertainment, 


made to ſpeak and act juſt as the manager meek! ; 


„ 


to ſuit the ſeveral purpoſes of his drama. And 
where (to carry on the figure) as a complete maſter 
of the puppet-shew, you have formed your inter- 
* ludes on true pantomimical principles, by intro- 
ith} ducing the magic lanthorn, and making the shades 
of W hitfield, Weſley, and Lavington, pals and re- 
* paſs in review before you. 
But, Sir, had you reſted here, content with fol- 
a lowing the ſteps of your great maſters, in the ar: 
of ridicule only, I could have well borne, very 
4 well indeed, the whole force of your ſarcaſms, and 
in the midſt of all, have found cauſe to bleſs God, 
Z wh-n taking a comparative ſtatement of my happy 
lot with thoſe gone before in the Chriſtian path, of 
whom, though it is ſaid, the world was not worthy, 
ch yet they had to contend, not with mere ſcorn and 
bu a deriſion, but with trials of cruel mockings, and 
ch & ſcourgings, yea, moreover, of bonds and impriſon- 
ment * 
rh And perhaps, from the ludicrous manner in 
a vie which, under this idea, you had thei treated the 
tere! | TubjeR, I might, in my turn, have aſſumed the vein 
re,) Of plealantry alfo, and from conſidering you as 
varie long labuuring under that moſt wretched diſeaſe, 
ent, Which the antients, It 1 miſtake not, denominate 1 
ple- * Heb, xi. 36, 
| 29 cacoet hes 


{ 


13 
cacoethes ſcribendi, (and which your g vols. folio, 
of the Hiſtory of Devon, and your ; vols. quarto, 
of Hiſtorical Views of Devon, very amply manifeſt 
you to be under the influence of,) I should have 
recommended you to medical aid, in order that 
by being put under an antiphlogiſtic regimen, you 
might have been brought into a ſtate of conva- 
lelcence, And really, Sir, I do conceive, that 
irom the exhibition of emetics, to cleanſe the 
prima via, and cathartics to purge choler, together 
with the occaſional application of epiſpaſtics to 
the region of the brain, you might derive many 
ſalutary advantages. 

Thus, Sir, while you had limited your ſtrictures 
to the mere jocular part of character, and laughed 


at what you are pleaſed to call my methodiſm in 


divinity, I would have ſmiled in my way, at what 
I venture to think, your mania in hiſtory ; and 
the world, (which you had invited to look on,) 
might, with my full conſent, have laughed at both, 

But, Sir, your purpoſe was not for mirth, but 
cruelty. You laughed indeed, and wished your 
readers to laugh with you for the moment; but 
under this maſk it required no very great pete-. 


tration to diſcover features of a very different t 
complexion, In your baſe attempt to blacken my the 


reputation, 


cip 


11 
the 


like this. 
beyond the reach of any cautery, if inſenſible to 
the repeated punctures, of thole, whom an elegant 
writer deſcribes, as 


1 have no lels felt as a Chriſtian. 


(29 -} 


reputation, by inſinuating a diſaffection to Govern- 
ment, you manifeſted the malignity of your de- 
ſign. And though a conſcious mind of innocence 
is always more than an over-match for art, yet, 


in the vileneſs of the attempt, I appeal to the can- 
dor of any man, whether it would not have hecn 


in ſome degree pardonable, had I loft, in the 
warmth of the moment, the floiciſm of philoſophy. 


And yet Mr. Polwhele thinks my anſwer was 
extremely harſh and ſevere. It were to have lived 


ſurely within the region of the Torpedo's influence, 
and to have had induced a patalyfis of the worſt 


kind, to have been paſt al] feeling, on an occaſion 
The mind mult be palſyed indeed, and 


„ Sticking like lecches, till they burſt with blood.“ 
But though I have felt as a man, I truſt in God 
If I know any 
thing of my own heart, my diſpleaſure, in its 


warmeſt period, hath been more againſt the prin» 
ciples, than again the perſon of Mr. Polwhele.— 
Ihe ſpectre of reſentment did indeed glide through 
the chambers of my mind, in the tranſiency of 
the moment, but as it paſſed it melted into ar. 


Reſent- 


„ 

Reſentment, did I ſay? I ought to recall the 
expreilion. There have been many, many hours, 
ſince this correſpondence opened, in which, in— 
ſtead of feeling diſp'ealure, I could have thanked 
you, Sir, for your attach on me. For, however 
undeſignedly on your part, you have done me 
great honor. And whether you will be pleaſed to 
credit it or not, I can aſſure you, that you have 
been the ineans of bringing me forward to the 
notice of ſome truly reſpedlable friends, which, 
perhaps, but for this violence of your's on my 
character, I never might have known, And what 
is of infinitely greater conſequence ſtill, by this 
correſpondence you have called up the attention 
of the public at large, and the Clergy in partica/ar, 
to the inveſtigation of a ſubject, of all others the 
moſt intereſting; I mean, the leading doctrines ol 
the Chur h of England: in the examination of 
which, if I miſtake not, a moſt cflential ſervice 
will be accomplished. For though it is very ob- 
vious that nothing can be more important to every 
member of the eltablischment, as well among thc 
congregation as the miniſters, to poſſeſs the cleareſ 


conception of its dottrines, yet, it is to be appre 


hended, by what appears in life, that the ſubject :: 
not as ſeriouſly conſidered, as its importance de 
mand! 


33 
mands, by either. For while many of the former 
are uninformed of what they profeſs, not a few of 
the latter are as unconſcious to what they have 
ſubſcribed. Your correſpondence, Sir, will be the 
means of inducing an enquiry among ſerious minds 
reſpecting thoſe ſolemn points. And that enquiry 
cannot fail, under God, of accomplishing moſt 
beneficial purpoſes. | 

Did I talk of reſentment then, while cherishing 
the hope cf ſo much good from your letters ?— 
Eraſe every idea of it, I beg you, Reverend Sir, 
and in its place inſert my beſt thinks, I do in- 
deed .thank you again and again, for the ſervices 
you have hereby wrought, however unintentional 
You have done the utmoſt which 
could have been expected from a Gentleman of 
your complexion, To have done more, and to 
have approved of a co duct like mine, ſo diſſimijar 
in every point of view, as it is from your own, was 
impoſſib e. The very diverſity of our purſuits is 
enough to have excited your conteinpt and diſplea- 
ſure. For while the greater part ot your life hath 
been directed in the high walk of literature, to form 
the character of the Reviewer, and the Hiſtorian ; 
mine hath been limited to the low and humble 


On your pa 12 


ſphere of parochial duties 


Some 


have brought me under for the diſplay of ſo much 


on 

Some have oblerved indeed that Mr. Polwhele 
might have adopted gentler terms in his anger, 
which would have been more ſuitable to his 
function, and miniſtry, But I have ſaid in an- 
ſwer, pshaw! this is of no conſequence, The 
terms he hath adopted were beſt ſuited to his 
manners, to his good breeding, to the gentleneſs + * 


of his character, and to the ſuavitcy of his mind. — _ 
Every man hath a vocabulary of his own. And 
this is Mr. Polwhele's ! that's all — 3 


But, Sir, after recalling your attention to the) 
contents of your former letter, by way of remind-· 
ing you of the nature of thoſe obligations you *'© 


courteſy, it is high time for me to make my ac- 
knowledgments to you for the continuance of the 
ſame kind of favors, which you have heaped upon 
me in your ſecond. 

To all the enormity of character, with which. I 
ſtand charged under your impeachment, in the- f 
laſt publication; you have now thought proper, 
in the prelent, to add ſome more peculiar appel- 
lations, ſuggeſted by the ſame liberality of ſenti- 
ment. You ſay, that I am @ maſter of fineſſe; the 9 4 
reſembler of a thief: one who hath outmaneuvred 
you at all points, &c. And to render my perſon, 
if 


Re 


(23 ] 
if poſſible, as odious both to the Navy and Army, 


as you have before enileavore 1 to repreſent me to 


the Church and State, you ſay that prima facie, I 
damn every ſailor and foldier to the flames of 


nell. & 


Poor man! poor man! What affections, dark 


as Erebus muſt the mind of ſuch an one have, to 


| brood over, which can hatch, and bring forth ſuch 
monſtrous productions! 

But, Sir, however boundleſs and implacable 
your unprovoked malice againſt me hath been, or 


may be; I truſt in God, he hath given me ſuffi- 
oient grace to be in no danger of being influenced 


by your principles. Perhaps you may have to 
learn, Sir, that it is the province of the guilty only, 
to shrink under unjuſt accuſation. And I am 


ſure, it ought to be, peculiarly their's alſo, to feel 
diſpleaſure. None of your charges therefore move 


me, Neither have they excited in my mind any 
thirg more than a mixture of pity and contempt 


«or the Author. No, Sir. All the rage and fury 


of the correſpondence shall be your's. I should 
blush if any gentleman found occaſion to reprove 
me for a ſingle term in my letters to you, of falſe- 


hood or illiberality. 


& Page 27, Letter 2. 


From 


— — —u¼ ny 


(04-3 


From the particular manner in which you have 
dated your letter, as well as the language you 
make uſe of in opening it, I preſume, you meant 
to convey your contempt of my correſpondence, 
and the haſte with which you anſwered it. In a 
letter (you ſay) with which I was honored by your 
meſſenger about an hour ago, &c. And you date 
it, Manaccan Vicarage, Sept. 3, 1799, one o'clock þ 
A. M.—By which it should ſeem that my meſ- 


meant to convey this idea, (and it is not poſſible but 
for your readers to conceive what other you could gg. 
mean) unfortunately for kceping up in their minds 
this notion, you ſoon after forgot yom ſelf, and à 
date your third page September 25. So that with g 
all the haſte of reply, ſomewhat more than three g 
weeks elapſed in writing three pages. But Mr, 
Polwhele is not maſter of fineſſe ! | 

A ſimilar trait of character appears in your con-þ 
duct, as manifeſted in the fourth page of you 
letter. You ſay, It was on a retired ſpot I threily 
the gauntlet, inviting a choſen ſeu to be ſpeatorihp 
of the combat. Bear with me, Sir, while I examiligſhye 
what you ſay, by what you did, and then you ba | 
have the pleaſure to prove the correſpondence. Y 
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> © Your firſt letter was printed, as appears by the 


L title page, in London, A very retired ſpot truly] 
t And the ſame title page declares, that it was printed 
„ for Cadel and Davies, Bookſellers, in the Strand. 
a 2 of the firſt shops, in one of the firſt ſtreets in 
1 Europe Your letter bears date June 1ſt, 1799. 
te It was advertiſed on the cover of the Anti-Jacobin 
* Review and Magazine for July, and ſoon after in 
. one or more of the public News Papers. It was 
ur reviewed in the ſame Review and Magazine for the 
du months of Auguft and September: and although 
le bet an eighteen- penny pamphlet, the review of it 
1d otcupied, as I have been informed, (for I never 
ids gad ſuch trash myſelf) no leſs than twelve pages, 
nd apd contained abundantly more in ſubſtance than 
ith the whole of my reply. So that it engaged, or 
rec dea voured to engage, the public attention for 
Mr. feveral months together, more or leſs, And yet 
i the face of all this, you ſay, chat it was on à re- 
Med ſpot you threw the gauntlet, and invited only 
ou choſen few to be ſpedators of the combat. But 
reWr. P. is not a maſter of fineſſe, neither can it be 
110" Mppoſed that that {ying ſpirit, which he ſays, 2s 


niche forth among the people, hath ever reached 
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na'Wanaccan. 
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( 6 1 
nedded with your declaration of the retired f,. 1 
you choſe for action, and the choſen ſew you in. 
vited to be preſent at it: I mean in the note o 
the third page of your letter, in which you ſay. 7 
to this very hour, (and that hour you take care to “ 
mark as in the 25th of September) no: one 600k. F 
ſeller or ſtationer in either county, has, by my order, | 
received a copy; though your anſwer was difper ſei * ; 
by your emifſaries over all the Weſt of England, 
and among all deſcriptions of people, within ten 
days after my letter was firſt advertiſed: when? f 
neither myſelf nor friends had ſcen it in print, and 
even its exiſtence, to people in general, was "I . 
made known by your anſwer. _ 9 
Will you be ſo obliging, Sir, as to explain hovf 
my anſwer, which was not put to the preſs until 
the laſt week in Auguſt, could poſſibly be diſperſed! 
within ten days after your letter was firſt adver- 
tiſed, when, both the public Prints, and the Antiz 
Jacobin Review and Magazine had announced] 
your publication in July: and when the Anti. 
Jacobin Magazine for Auguſt had actually begun 
the review of your letter. And will you be good 
enough. at the ſame time to shew to whom they 
public is indebted for the early review of you! 


letter, fince you ſay at the time my anſwer ap- 
peared 
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5 Seared, and which was not till the firſt week in 
n- ; 

| September, neither yourſelf nor friends had ſeen 
of | 


Jour's in print, This laſt queſtion will reduce 
” * Fou, I fear, to the diſagreeable alternative of call- 
g back thoſe aſſertions, or confeſſing (of what 
he public mind I believe have already but one 


Ipinion upon) that your letter was reviewed by 
- yourſelf in manuſcript, ſo as to appear nearly at 
ne. 


Se ſame time with its publication. If it could be 
| ppoſed that Mr. P. was @ maſter of fineſſe, I 
Hou!d be prompted to apprehend that theſe were 
ong the depths of the art. But as no one will 
Enture to aſcribe ſuch a thing to you, I shall 
[ pect that the next edition of your letter will 
wo Ptice theſe circumſtances among the errata, | 
nta But why ſo much labour to induce the public 
believe, that in the circulation of our corre- 
ondence Mr. P. hath been very ſupine and in- 
tentive, and Dr. H. very diligent and active? 
an you ſuppoſe, Sir, that the public will give 
pu credit for firſt writing and publishing an un- 
ovoked letter of much cruelty againſt a man 
o never had offended you, and that then you 
down perfectly regarlleſs whether that letter 
s read or not? Or can you really imagine, 
at the public mind would take offence at any 
e exertions 
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exertions on my part, to put the public, as ear. 
as poſſible, in poſſeſſion of my defence again 
ſo rude and violent an aſſault? It was ve 1 
natural for me to ſend my reply in all places u N 
ther I ſuppoſed your letter had come. But 
doing this, I never once advertiſed it in the pub 
Prints, or took any pains to have it circulated, b 4 
through the Counties of Devon and Cornwall. 1 
My letter was printed in Plymouth. Your” # 
London. Let the world judge who ſtudied m 
by this different plan of publishing, that our c 
reſpondence should have a local operation ? 

Your obſervation, on the different degree + 
merit in our letters, would have been more nut 
and graceful, coming from any other perſon | | 
Mr. P. himſelf, You ſay, My little ay is ca 
lated chiefly for thoſe who have leiſure to read i 
to judge: your three-penny pamphlet is but a th 
for ignorance. 3 

With reſpe&t to the merit of your letter 3 
compoſition, I very chearfully leave to the decif 
of thoſe who know how to appreciate its va 
For mine I feel no ſolicitude. My reply ai 
not at elegance, but truth. It anſwered every 4 
poſe with me to convict you on your own d 
feſſions. I ſet out to prove you inſincere bol 


* 


* 


x 
3 
» % 
7 
PF, 
41 
9. 
4 
1 


9 
God and man. And this I fully accompliched, 
dar Your ſubſcriptions to the thirty-nine Articles, com- 
pared with the open avowal of your ſentiments, 
vi gully proved the former. And your correſpon- 
ul ence with me as amply manifeſted the latter.— 
More than this I needed not. A more complete 
ub triumph no one could deſire. 
l, wh You ſeem to labor very hard to do away the 
a. effects of that letter,“ which, unfortunately for 
Cy # g 89 yous 
8 * You accuſe me of ſtratagem, in ſuppreſſing the paſſage in 
our Letter, which 1 omitted, as being irrelevant to the ſubject, and 


ain! 


of conveying it to my friends at Falmouth, The beſt refutation of 
oth will be the | ubliſhing of it now: by which the public will in- 
ſantly perceive, that I could not benefit by its ſuppreſſion, or its 
Publication: This is the paſſage which was omitted: 

ln proof of this—look to the Engliſh Review. Accident now 
ds me to diſcover, what I had intended ever to keep ſecrcimmand 
Phat, indeed, I only communicate to you, in confidence. 1 he 
i Review, with which I have the flig'-teſt connexion, is the 
ngliſh : Murray, with whom I have had ſome little cor ri ſpondence, 
id me the compliment of ſubm:tting to ny feruſal, a few tracts, 
ems, &c, —And I have written, I tclieve, about ten arieles 
ong which I reviewed your ſermons— but not, with the moſt 
The 
der will now jud e t cui bono of either publiſhing ur ſuppreſſing. 


bſtant idea of the circumſtance being ever known to yo.“ 


Mens from my write. Ile ve it with every reader of liberality 
determine whetuer a more unfair, a more unyenerous peryerſion 
9b 


$0 


you, I had in my poſſeſſion, by accounting for the 
changes of opinion, and the differences of ſenti- 
ment. But, Sir, you take the ſubject up upon 
falſe ground, 
of ſentiment, When you wrote your firſt letter, 
as when you wrote your laſt, the ſincerity of your 


mind, I verily believe, was one and the ſame. It 
ſuited Mr. P's purpoſe at one time to compliment, 


And it ſuited Mr, P's purpoſe at another to re- 
prove ; that's all. I meant not to point out the 


change from time, but the ſame want of ſincerity 


under all, And in following you to the church, 1 


traced 'F: 


of the deſign of an author was ever made by man, than you hase 


ſhewn in your ſtrictures on my Appeal to the People England, 


in your ncte of the 28th page. 


And in your animadverſions on my Three leading Points of the 31 
Goſpel you exiibit the ſane trait of conduct. The concluding # 
words of the laſt dialogue in that little work, from the mouth ot 4 
the pariſhioner, are theſe: I am comforted by what you ſay, and 2 
begin to habe that as I really feel thoſe evidences of the renewed M 
life, I ſhall at length attain, throgh Divine Mercy, in tue dili- x 
gent Uſe of the ſeveral means of grace afforded, to a full aſjuranc? it 


that Chriſt is my SAvIUUr. 
And how do you conſtrue this? 


I never charged you with a change. 


Truly, as follows! So your 


Poor pariſhioner leaves you weighed down by the burthen of iis "0 


fins, and doubtful when th. moment of grave ſuall arrive ty re- WE 


lieve him from that buithen. Page 45, it Letter. What a 1 


curious proof of candor, aud fairneſs of quotation ! 


1 


Itraced the whole to its ſource. For how should he 
1— {that i is unfaithful to his God, be ſincere to man? 
Jt z I am at a loſs, Sir, to diſcover whether the ſe— 
ze, verity of your ſarcaſm, reſpecting my p:caching 
T, near Truro, is levelled principally againſt the pour 
Ur * inſignificant preacher Dr. U; or againf the Per ſon 
It Fand Offices of that High and Lefty One, v hom 
it, 1 Mr. P. ſometimes is obliged to lay, he believes to 
e- be, the Lord and Giver of Liſe. 

he You ſay that you were credibly informed that ! 


preached a very indifferent Piece * 15 855 HY. 


h A you ſay) I confeſs, excites my ſurp) ige. Actuated 
*y the Spirit, or qualified by grace to interpret the 


ſcriptures, we may indeed wonder that the Lord 


Tor want of time to liek it. And aſter aſcriving 
| 1 me the ſame principles, as thoſe who were to 


| = oy no thought how or what they ned ng be- 


1 ou ne no doubt, an admirable Aroke of 
. Bumor. by ſaying ; but there was a heavineſs per 
aps about you which obſtrufted the operation of the 


+ Nicene Creed. 
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Spirit, owing, I preſume, to indigeſtion, fince you © 
came among us you know not to preach but to dine, 

You remind me of him of old, of whom it is 

ſaid, he caſtcth firebrands, arrows, and death, and 
ſaith, Am not I in port? * But, Sir, the ſubject is 4 
too ſerious for ſport; and too ſolemn for raillery, 
You do not preſume, I ſuppole, totally to deny 
the operations of the Bleſſed Spirit, ſince it ſcems 
you told Bishop Roſs at your ordination (though 
both you and he poor man, from your confeſſions 
at that time, knew nothing of His influence on the 
heart) that you truſted the Holy Spirit would affiſt + 
you in the office; and ſometimes perhaps you pray ? 
before your ſermon, that the Lord would prevent 
you in all your doings, and further you with his 
continual help. | 
If the wit, therefore, you aim at, be direQed f 
againſt the doctrine of the Bleſſed Spirit's influence 
in helping our inhrmities, and qualifying for his“ 
more immediate ſervice, 1 shall leave you to the 
awful enjoyinent of a humor, whole termination 5 


will be extreme ſadneſs. 1 

But, Sir, if you would confine your mirth to 
humbler ſubjects, and :er the shaft of your ridicule 
be wholly directed againſt me, you shall shoot as. 


* Prov, xxvi. 18, 19. 
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long as you pleaſe, and laugh as loud as you are 
is able, with full impunity. 
1d ; You were very rightly informed, that I preached 
is a very indifferent piece of extempore ſtuff ; though 
Ve [ | the information given you concerning my apology 
1y for it, was ill-founded. I wade no excuſe, neither 
11S L was it then particularly neceſſary. For all my 
zu preachmients are truly poor and indifferent, and 
as 7 require continual apologies for every one of them, 
he And I am free to confeſs to you, Sir, that I have 
frequent cauſe to take shame after every ſermon, 
that I have ſaid ſo little, and that little ſo poorly, 
But notwithſtanding all this, if ever I preached 
a ſermon in my life to make me vain, it 1s the 
very one of which you and your friends ſpeak ſo 
contemptuouſly, and of which I think ſo humbly, 
vo not miſtake me however. It is not from its 
} excellence, but from its poverty. Not that it 


N to call forth your diſpleaſure. Had 1 never 

- preached that indifferent piece of fluff, your anger, 
to 5 and that of your friends, would not, moſt pro- 
bably, have been excited: and if your anger had 
'N not been excited, I should not have been lo highly 
® honored as I have ſince been, in your correſpon- 
1 dence: and if this correſpondence had never taken 
J place, 


4 
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place, the diſcuſſion of thoſe intereſting points of 


doctrine, which peculiarly diſtinguish the Chriſtian ©* 


faith, and form the leading articles of our 
church, would not have taken place. Whereas, 
now by virtue of my poor preaching, and your 
violent anger in conſequence of it, many ſerious 
perſons among the clergy, who muſt find them- 
ſelves highly intereſted in the enquiry, will be 
prompted to read and judge for themſelves, and [ 
am too confident to fear, but that the iſſue of it 


will be, the eſtablishment of the truth as it is in 


Jeſus. 


Hence therefore, my ſermon, poor and con- 
temptible as it was in itſelf, yet, by inducing ſuch 


beneficial conſequences, riſes into a climax of im- 


portance, and will ultimately prove, I am per- 4 


ſuaded, the moſt intereſting diſcourſe which I ever 


delivered. 


And do ſuffer me, Sir, upon this occaſion, to # 
call your attention, and that of your friends, (who ! 


gave you the information of the poverty of my 
preaching) to a point of doctrine, which in the 
hea aud fury of your re{entment, appears to have 
been totally overlooked and forgotten by you all. I 


mean, in that ſtriking diſplay of God's ſovereignty, P 
when, by his over-ruling power, he makes men 
the 


1 C08: 


1 1 2 , . . 
- Fthe unconſcious inſtruments of accomplishing the 


: very reverſe of what they intended. When God 
9 chooſe. fooliſh things of the world to confound the 
5 = and weak things to confound the 115/ity ; this 
5 anifeſts a divine ordination more i uſtriouſly, 
Fa than when proportioned effects are induced by 
. proportioned cauſes. You meant, Sir, in all that 
„ Jou have been doing, to render me ridiculous, and 
e ſacred doctrines which I preach (and to which 
it both you and I have alike ſubſcribed) contempti- 
in ple. Whereas every thing you have advanced 

bath only tended to produce the very oppoſite to 
1 your deſigns. And this is what ſcripture calls 
= .. taking the wife in their own craftineſs ;* and 
1. Waking even the very wrati of man to praiſe him. 
. Whoſjo is wiſe will ponder theſe things, and they 
er Hall underſtand the loving-kindnefs of the Lord.t 

I thank you for the intormation you have at- 
a 4 forded me of the countenance and favour shewin 
— * miniſtry by the Orthodox Diſſenters of Corn- 
ny | | yall. It is a very flattering mark of diſtinction 
he t me, whatever you may think of it, that one 
5 Mm ſiniſter, as you tell me, should shut up his church, 
11 i another walk with me at our's to attend my 
ty, Reachiag. And what is the fair and plain infe- 
ien Job v, 13. 5 Plalm vii. 6, 10. 7 Pfalm cvil. 43. 
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rence to be gathered from hence but this; that if all 


miniſters in the eſtablishment preached according je 


to the dottrines to which they have ſubſcribed; 
meetings (except in particular caſes) would be f 
unneceſſary. 
You may fay, if you pleaſe, (though every 
liberal mind muſt be ashamed to hear it) that a | 
real friend to the Epiſcopacy would ſcarcely take | 
ſweet counſel, or walk familiarly in the houſe of 
God, with the avowed enemies of our religious eſta- 
blihment. But I venture to think, that a real 
follower of the Lord would rejoice to walk to the 
houſe of God with any man. What a religion 
muſt that be which prompts men to refuſe even 
walking to the houſe of prayer with others whoſe 
ſentiments are not in all points like their own.-— 
If this be your ideas of Epiſcopacy, they are not 
very enviable. And ſuffer me to correct you, Sir, 
in your uncharitable and unwarrantable abuſe, 
when you claſs the whole body of Diſſenters in 
the kingdom as avowed enemies of our religious 
eſtabliſhment. You miſtake the matter. Many 
whom I know, and whom I highly eſteem, are not 
enemies to the eſtablishment, but to the unfaithfu. 
miniſters of the eſtablichment: to ſuch (if there arc 
any others) like Mr. Polwhele, who have con-. 
dence 
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ce enough to throw off the maſk, and dare 


enly to avow that they do not believe what they 


ee ſubſcribed. 


Men of conſcientious principles, whether among 
e eſtablishment, or among the diſſenters, cannot 
It deſpiſe ſuch duplicity; and hence, many have 
parated from the church, when they have once 
$ſcovered ſuch a manifeſt contradiction between 
x doctrines and the preaching of ſuch miniſters. 


For my part, Sir, I feel much gratified in 
e approbation of men of this deſcription. I 
nfider it not ſo much a tribute of reſpett to my 


ron, as to my principles. It becomes indegd a 
pmpliment to the Church itſelf, to which I belong, 
d to her moſt excellent dottrines, as et forth in 


de Articles, and Homilies, and Liturgy, You 
ay, if you pleaſe, from oppolite principles. be- 
ow your eulogics on perſons of different ſenti— 
ents. And they may, if they pleaſe, accept them 
complimentary. But pardon me when I ad), 
should conſider Mr, Polwhelc*s teſtimony in 
ligion, as more than half deciſive that I was 
rong, and his approbation on the ſubject of the- 


ogy as the molt finishe4 reproach. 


Either from your miſapprehenſion or miſcon— 
iruction of what I foid in my former letter re- 
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4 
ſpecting my late viſit into Cornwall, you have be 
led into another error, which I requeſt may ! 
corrected. You inſerted that my journey to tf 
Weſt was for the ſole purpoſe of preaching. 
contended on the contrary, (and which all 
friends, who knew of my journey, knew for a fat 
that this was not the object of my viſit. But 
Mr, P. or any other man, ſuppoſed from hen 
that I wiſhed it to be underſtood that I would n 
itinerate to preach the goſpel, if convenience an 
opportunity offered, without neglecting the dut 


of my own parish, this were to miſtake my men 


ing. Gladly would 1 go from parish to par 
and from one county to another, to ſeek for Chri 
ſheep, (as the Ordination Service enj ins) that : 
diſperſed abroad, and never ceaſe my labour, 
care and diligence, until I had done all that was 
my power, according to my bounden duty.'* But 
I told you, the daily care of that part of the f 
over which I am placed precludes the opp: 


If I might without offence preſume to adviſe, it would be 


requeſt you to read once more this moſt excellent ſervice of 


Ordination. And as you tell me that you ſubſcribed the At 
with Burnet in your hand, and Burnet from that hour hat! 
your guides I would beg you to peruſe thoſe articles afre!!, 
change Burnet for the Bible, you will find your account in it. 


tum 
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beg nity. An this be aſſured, Sir, is the only pre- 
ation. As far as I can make it compatible, 
ith the more immediate claims of my own church, 
rejoice in every occaſion which offers to publish 
e goſpel in another. So that when you aſk me 
y catechiſm; Have you not preached in the neigli- 
purhood of mouth on week-days ? Did you never 
reach on a week-day at Egg-Buckland ? &c. &c. 
anſwer Yes, verily, and by God's help fo T will. 
Ind I heartily thank our heavenly Father who hat!, 
alled me to this fate of ſalvation through Jeſus 
hrift our Saviour. And I pray unto God to give 
we his grace, that I may continue in the fame unto 
y life's end. 

And pardon me yet further when I add, that of 
Il places, did it come within my reach, Manaccan, 
ith your permiſſion, should be the favourite ſpot 
df my itinerancy. I should like, above all things, 
o take wing, and alight on ſome perch near you; 
o warble, in the beſt manner I am able, the ſweet 
otes of the goſpel; though you and your friends 
ight, perhaps, think I should but chatter as a 
walſow, Nevertheleſs I should be very much 
gratified could I do this, becauſe you tell me that 
hough you ſometimes moralize with Epiftetus, you 
ever have cvangelized with Whitfield, I could 
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ſpecting my late viſit into Cornwall, you have b. 
5 . uy 1) 

led into another error, which I requeſt may . 
corrected. You inſerted that my journey to WM. 
Weſt was for the ſole purpoſe of preaching. 1 8 
contended on the contrary, (and which all | eo 


friends, who knew of my journey, knew for a (:M 8 


that this was not the object of my viſit. Buff, 
Mr. P. or any other man, ſuppoſed from hen E 
that I wiſhed it to be underſtood that I would “ 
itinerate to preach the goſpel, if convenience af 3» 
opportunity offered, without neglecting the duty 5 
of my own parish, this were to miſtake my me 1 
ing. Gladly would 1 go from parish to par Fr 
and from one county to another, to ſeek for Chr, } 
Jheep, (as the Ordination Service enj ins) that A 
diſperſed abroad, and never ceaſe my labour, N. 
care and diligence, until I had done all that wa: 1 
my power, according to my bounden duty*x Bu 
I told you, the daily care of that part of the ii, , 
over which I am placed precludes the op pM . 
If I might without offence preſume to adviſe, it would |: 3 
requeſt y ou to read once more this moſt excellent ſervice oi 8 
Ordination. And as you tell me that you ſubſcribed the , 
with Burnet in your hand, and Burnet frum that hour /ia!': rat 
your guides 1 would beg you to peruſe thoſe articles afr-! WW 


change Burnet for the Bible, you will find your account in it. 
tun 
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by : pity. An this be aſſured, Sir, is the only pre- 
74 tion. As far as I can make it compatible, 
In the more immediate claims of my o church, 
ejoice in every occaſion which offers to publish 
goſpel in another. So that when you aſk me 
y catechiſm ; Have you not preached in the neigſi- 
rhood of P!ymouth on week-days ? Did you never 
each on a week-day at Egg-Buckland ? &c. &c. 
Wanſwer Yes, verily, and by God's help ſo J will. 
I hearti!y thank our heavenly Father who hath 
lled me to this ſlate of ſalvation through Jeſus 
rift our Saviour. And I pray unto God to give 
e has grace, that I may continue in the ſame unto 
' life's end. 
And pardon me yet further when I add, that of 
| places, did it come within my reach, Manaccan, 
ith your permiſſion, should be the favourite ſpot 
my itinerancy. I should like, above all things, 
d take wing, and alight on ſome perch near you:; 
d warble, in the beſt manner I am able, the ſweet 
Iotes of the goſpel ; though you and your friends 
| ight, perhaps, think I should but chatter as a 

allow. Nevertheleſs I should be very much 
ratifed could I do this, becauſe you tell me that 
Lough you ſometimes moralize with Epiftetus, you 
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ever have cvangelized with Whitfield, I could 
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not ſuppoſe, Sir, that you would evangelize v 
one whom you ſo much deſpiſe as Whitfield ; if 
vet I thin.., and every one in his ſober ſenſes m 
think the ſame, that as you profeſs yourſelf to 
a Miniſter of the Goſpel, and not the Diſciple of 
Heathen Moraliſt, you ought not to have boa 


2 


of moralizing in a Chriſtian Church with an He 
then, but rather have confeſſed that you ſor" 
ut 


times evangelized with Chriſt and his Apoſt! 
What a charming repreſentation you have ma! 
Sir, of a Chriſtian Miniſter, in the cloſe of 1 
18th Century, publickly to tell the world, th 
you ſometimes moralize with Epittetus ! 

We loſe fight (ſays Bishop Horſley, in the far 
charge from whence I have borrowed the mo 
for my title page, and you are very fond I kngfÞet 
of the ſaying of Bishops) we loſe fig /it of that whi th 
is our proper office, to publiſh the word of rea 
ciliation, to propound terms of prace and pardon Im 
the penitent, when we make no other uſe of the hi; if 
commiſſon that we bear, than to come abroad th 
day in ſeven dreſſed in ſolemn looks, and in the Na: 
ternal garb of holineſs, to be the apes of Epidtet Mt 

In the midſt of all your reproaches I have {Wir 
thank you, Sir, for reminding me, of what my le 

+ See Biſhop of St. David's Charge for 1797, 
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getful heart is but too apt to loſe ſight of: I mean, 
\ wi y unſpeakable obligations to God for his gracious 
„ {Wpſtructions, during a period of near twenty years, 
- mWnce I published my firſt little work, the Devout 
to Woldier. When I look back and confider, how 
of Wivine grace hath brought me on my way, I take 
hame in the reflection, how little my 1mprove- 
ents have been under ſo many and long oppor- 
unities. It appears by what you ſay, that it is a 
l ubject of joy to your heart, that you have felt no 
naWbange ; for you tell me, that your religious ſenti— 
f {nents have been uniform and conſiſtent. My re- 
Poicing on the contrary is, that in my inſtance the 
promiſe is fulfilled, the Lord hath brought the blind 

ſan Y a way that they knew not.* 
no 1 have no cauſe to blush in acknowledging, that 


«Fat the time I published that ſermon, my ideas of 
„iche great and effen'1al dotirines of the goſpel were 
ccoMaint and indiſtinct to what they are now. It is 
my mercy however to ſee, that in that very ſermon, 


if here are no great mark: cf the divine teachirgs, 
there are no blind und preſumptuous reaſonivgs 
againſt them. And though unconſcious at the 
time, like the Patriarch at B., from whom or 
from what caule the mauifeſtason came, jet I 
* Iſai h xiii, 16, 
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might truly ſay, at my ordination, that I was 1 
wardly moved to take upon me the office of th: | 
miniſtry, ſince no outward cauſe could operate, 7 
J had no other proſpect in that period, than ©! 
living and dying a curate, 

And with reſpect to an advance in the _ . 
ledge of divine things, I preſume Mr. P. doth ng Fu 
mean to intimate to the contrary ; for if twent ; W 
years be not ſuppoſed productive of improvement d 
to what purpoſe is the apoſtle's precept, of grow 
ing in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lor, fie 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.“ #1 

But leaving theſe conſiderations, I would aſ: 
from what poſſible connection with thoſe ſaying 
is it, that you can draw that very cruel and unjust 
inference, which you do, when you ſay ; that thou g 
in that ſermon I then contemplated the bend: | 
knee, and the uplifted eye of the Soldier with adm 
ration, yet now 1 damn every Soldier and Salo x 
to the flames of hell? ls there a ſingle ſentence o ' 
word in any of my preachings or writings whic! 
hath even the moſt remote tendency to favor [uc!'$ 
a conſtruction? Do you mean to hold me forth 4 
both to the Army and Navy, as meriting thei 8 
execrations; and do you indeed intend to expect ; 


— — a, 
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in me to any perſonal evil, which any of either or— 


tly 1 der, ſtimulated by your repreſentations, m gt be 


prompted to attempt? Is this the Reverend Mr. 
I Polwhele, who teils the world, that nothing can 
afford comfort in the hour of death but the conſci- 
FS ouſneſs of having done juſtice, loved mercy, and 
® walked humbly with his God; and yet in the moſt 
nt: # wanton and unprovoked manner, and in direc! 
«1; & defiance of all theſe principles, attempts the de- 
on ſtruction of one whom he never ſaw? If every 
or: idle word which the thoughtleſs and inconſiderate 

frame of the mind, in the unguarded moment, 
a 4 gives birth to, be yet amenable in the day of judge- 
ment; what muſt that man have to anſwer for, 


$ who fits down with a degree of malignity, preme- 
ditately fiſt to write, and afterwards to publish, 
whole pamphlets of malicious calumnies, neither 
4 of which in a ſingle inſtance can he ſubſtantiate 
70 b or prove? Do you really think, Sir, that becauſe 
| f I make no appeal to any carthly court, that no 
7 cognizance will be taken of it before an heavenly 
$ tribunal ? 

J I chall not be accuſed, I hope, by a generous 
] public, of unneceſſary vanity, in wiping oft this 
{FH foul reproach, it I bring forward certain facts, 
which otherwiſe might have favoured of oſten- 
tation, 


5 


tation, It is the only way, perhaps, to repel a £ 


charge «© t this nature, by shewing what my con- 


duct hath been, oppoſed to what Mr. P. ſaith, — $3 


And if a lite of continual Jabors, and unremitting 
fatigue in the migiſtry, can be conſidered as the 


beſt eviiiences of Chriſtian love; perhaps it may bs 


be found, in the end of the day, that Dr. II. hath 
no reaſon to shrink from a compariſon with Mr, 
P. in ſervices, rather to promote the eternal welfare 
of his feilow creatures, than to pronounce their 
deſtruction. 

One circumſtance in point, I would beg per- 
miſſion, through the medium of this letter, to bring 
before the public, which, when done, I shall leave 
to the comment of every candid reader. 


In the cloie of the year 1797, J accepted the! 3 
Deputy Chaplaincy of the Garriſon in Plymonth, 
and with no Other view, I ſolemnly declare, chan 


that of having the door of the Army opened, a; 


far as my province af duty might exten, to ſpeak} 
to the ni tar) on the great truths of ſalvation.— 
By virtue of this offi e it became a branch of ny; J 
duty to viſit the ſick in the Ilolpitals, both in the 
Garriſon in P!/ymonth, and the Nitiitary Help tall 
at Stoke Village, which is jGmen hat 1 ear two mile 
diſtant from the Garriſon, And iu conteque: ly 
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2 of this appointment, during the two vears which I 
_ J have held this office, I have, for the greater part 
13 of that time, once in every week, both in ſummer's 
de heat and winter's rain, diſcharged the duty of 
y 1 thoſe hoſpitals. In the execution of which, 
th Fat the Stoke Hoſpital particularly, (while the ſick 
r. | troops continued in that temporary building, and 
re before the New Hoſpital was opened near Stoke 
ir Church) I have performed divine ſeryice, in prayers 
and expounding the ſcriptures, ſometimes in the 
'1- three diſtin& wards of that Hoſpital, and always in 
ng two of them, when the other was not in uſe, amidſt 
ve Iche floating miaſmata of the typhus, and the ef- 
fluvia of other diſorders. And this I have done 
he without any kind of emolument whatever ; the 
th, whole profits of the appointment being, from the 
Ifirſt moment in which I entered upon it, to the 
; Fpreſent hour, regularly paid over by me, as ſoon 
[ received, to the Gentleman who hath done me 
the honor of aſſiſting me in the duties of my 


Church, while I have been engaged in the duties 
he Hof the Garriſon, And that the teſtimony of theſe 
tal Facts may not reſt upon my bare aſſertion, the 
IE) Rev. Mr. Sullock, who is the Clergyman connected 
ce hith me in this ſervice, hath, at my requeſt, very 
a 9 Kindly conſented to ſubjoin his certificate to ſatisfy 


the 
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public mind upon this point. I now very chear. * 
. , . = : 

fully leave it to every man's candor to determine 


whether ſuch ſervices can be ſuppoſed to corre- 
ſpond with Mr. P's cruel expreſſion, that I dam 

every ſoldier and ſailor to the flames of hell. 1 

4 [7 

* Plymouth, Jan. 11, 1800. 3 © 

| Dear Sir, J 1 
As you are very conſcious that ſince your co.1exi0n with me in. 3 

the department of the Chaplain's duty in the Garriſon, the who!: 7 

of the emoluments ariſing from the appointment hath been your's, FP 

and that 1 have never profited a ſingle farthing : I ſhall eſteem it 2 b 


favor in you to certify this to me by letter, as circumſtances have 
ariſen in the ſecond attack made upon my character by Mr, Pol. 
whele, to bring this account before the public. k 
I am, with all due regard, 8 

Dear Sir, "of J 

Your faithful friend and ſervant, Is 

RoBERT HAWKER, 1 | 

To the Rev. Mr. Sullock, Garriſon, 4 7 


buy 


Qu 


3 

| Citadel, January the 11th, 1800. 4 
Dear Sir, -7 
I shall be always ready, and with great chearfulneſs, to ſarisf? 
any perſon who wiſhes the information, that the whole inco1: e = 
the Deputy Chaplaincy of the Garriſon I have conſtantly receive. 4 
from the firſt moment that I engaged with you, to the pieſent hour, $ . ) 


4 
1 
4h 


/ 


| I am, dear Sir, 1 6: 
With great regard, 2 | 
* . %; 2 0 
' Your faithful friend and ſervant, 1 


* . — 
G. SULLOCK. 1 


Rev. Dr. Hawker, 


$ © 4 


BE | 


But, Sir, it is high time, in order that our cor- 

4 reſpondence may not [well unneceſſarily, to drop 

; 4 the ſubject, as it merely concerns the perſons of 
4 ſuch things as Dr. H. or even Mr. P. Though 
| you charge me again, as you ſay, with ind:corum, 
with indecency, and that contempt of order which 
Icharacterizes the wild itinerant: And though I 
T have proved you to be inincere, both towards God 
9 1 and man; vet ſetting alide every thing that is 
„ Iperſonal, out of the ſubjett, the great queſtion to 
t: ibe dilcuſled, and the great ultimatum of our cor- 


we reſpondence, reſpetts the fundamentals of the 
® Fdoarines of the Church itſelf. 
4 You ſay, that to accompany me in the examination 
1 of the Articles, would be an endleſs work. But why 
9 5 Phould you think it an endleſs work, or wich to de- 
* ZFcline a ſubject of this nature, if its inveitigation 
I rings our conteſt to an iſſue? 
» 1 You ſay, I feel myſelf under no perſonal obli- 
4 gation to diſcuſs the ſubjef with you ; as almoſt the 
Hole body of the Clergy, from the Archbiſhop to 
val ie Curate, are implicated in the ſame charge with 


our, 4 myſelf... Why, Sir, this in my eſteem is the very 
Wenn for diſcuſſing it. For if almoit the whole 

1 pudy of the Clergy are implicated in the charge, 
Bp. 1 urely it is high time to enquire whether they are 


guilty 


>». © 
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guilty or not? Moſt unqueſtionably, Sir, you 


are not the only perſon concerned. Every man 


in the Chnrch is highly intereſted. And whether 
an Archbishop, or a Curate, as both muſt have 
ſubſcribed to the Articles, if either of them were not 
convinced betore ſubſcription that they were right, 
both are alike guilty of prevarication and duplicity. 
It is not the difference of rank which leſſens the 
enormity of the crime, but rather aggravates it. 

You ſay that Archdeacon Paley hath made it 
appear that the intention of the Legiſlature in de- 
manding ſubſcription to the Articles, was only to 


exclude. the abettors of Popery, Anabaptiſts, and 


Puritans ; and that though theſe three denomination; 


of ptrſons ought not to ſubſcribe to the 39 Articles ; 
all others may. 1 his I deny in toto. And though 


you thnik that ihe Archdeacon hath ſaid enough to Þ 
ſatisfy every man on this ſubject, who is neither an 
enthuſuaſt nor an hypocrite : yet where it not that 
I do not chooſe to copy after either the manners 
or the liberality of Mr. Polwhele, I should venture f 
to think that the Archden on hath advanced no. 
one argument to ſatisfy any man on the point, 


except the knave or the fool. The former, for 


ought I know, might find his worldly profit to9 


deeply inter eſted not to proſeſs himſelf fatisfie" 
And 
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1 nd the latter may want diſcernment to detect 
t e fallacy of the Archdeacon's reaſoning. But 
with all others I think it impoſſible that a cover- 
g ſo flimſy as the Archdeacon hath thrown over 
e ſubject, should for a moment conceal the truth, 
Ir ſerve to ſatisfy the mind of any truly conſci- 
tious perſon. 

But, Sir, this point 1s not to be determined to 
he Noble ſatisfaction by what Mr. Polwhele faith, 
Ir what Dr. Hawker thinks. The grand queſtion 
„ what is the fact itſelf? Is ſubſcription to the 
Gl ticles a ſerious thing, or 1s it not? Or hath 
rchdeacon Paley really advanced any ſu' ſtant:al 
Irguments to prove that the Articles ot the Church 
I England are in themſelves nugatory ; and that 
? ſubſcription to them is only demanded by the 
Tegiſlature, to act as a fence againſt the dmiſſion 
to the Church, the abettors of Po,jery, Aua- 
Baptiſts, and Puritans ? 

This is the point to be determined, And hap- 
! yy tor our controverly, it is a point which can be 


1 — rd — a 


»” 1 


. cry eaſily determined. By a reference ti: what 


oderate degree ot attention wil. on diſcover 

Thether the Archdeacon be right or wrong. 

I have borrowed the FEST tes s writings on 
E 


rchdeacon Paley hath ſaid on the WT a very 
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this ſubject, for the expreſs purpoſe of bring 
them forth to public view, through the medium 
this letter, that by a fair reference to them, 
only you and I may form cur opinions, but whit 
is of equal importance, every reader may form |; 
And in the accomplishment of this deſign, I ob. 
not do, as you have done by me, collect unf 
quotations from different pages, and throw the 
into one view, ſo as to make an author ſpeak t 
reverſe of what he intended. But I will bring b 
fore the reader the whole of what the Archdeaco 
hath advanced on this ſubject verbatim et literatit 
in his 22nd chapter of the 1ſt vol. of his Prind 
ples of Moral and Political Phileſophy, entit 
Subſcription to Articles of Religion.“ And whe 
J have brought forward what the Archdeacon ha 
thought proper to advance on this point, I $a 
aſſume the freedom of making my obſervation 
and then leave the whole to the impartial deciſi 
of the reader, with whom the truth reſts. 
Archdeacon Paley opens the ſubje& on Su 
Icription to the Articles of Religion in the 


| he 
words : : 
« Subſcription to articles of Religion, although! dat; 
« more than a declaration of the ſubſcriber's aſſenſ* K 


# I have copied from the cRavo edition, printed in 1794, pa. 3! 
: . 67 mi 
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may properly enough be conſidered in con- 
ection with the ſubject of oaths, becauſc it is 
zoverned by the ſame rule of interpretation: 
„Which rule is the animus impanentis. 
The inquiries therefore concerning ſubſcrip- 
jon will be, guis impoſuit, et quo animo. 
The bishop who receives the ſubſcription, is 
ot the impoſer, any more than the cryer of a 
urt, who adminiſters the oath to the jury and 
itneſſes, is the perſon that impoſes it; nor con- 
quently is the private opinion or interpretation 
the bishop of any ſignification to the ſubſcri- 
r, one way or other. 
The compilers of the thirty- nine articles are 
pt to be conſidered as the impoſers of ſubſcrip- 
dn, any more than the framer or drawer up of 
law is the perſon that enatts it. 
The legiſlator of the 1gth Elix, is the im- 
fer, whoſe intention the ſubſcriber is bound 
ſatisfy.“ 
hus far the Archdeacon. Before ve proceed 
8 pauſe to make obſervation on what is here 
el inced. 
he Archdeacon hath laid down a very juſt 
dation in the opening of this ſubject by tlie 
Ik which he hath made, that Subſcription to 


the 


* 2 


( 52 ) 
the Articles of Religion, although no more th 
a declaration, yet may properly enough be ca“ 
ſidered under the nature of an oath. I join iſh ; 
with him moſt heartily in this opinion. Su” 
ſcription, in the ſolemn manner this is done, a Mn 
upon the moſt ſolemn occaſion for which it is | 7 
quired ; and above all, being, as is ſuppoſed, “ 
only made in the preſence, but immediately # 
rected to the Majeſty of that Being into whoſe { 
vice the ſubſcriber voluntarily enters, and by d 
ſubſcription intimates his apprehenſion of the pr 
ciples by which he means to reguiate his condy 
in that ſervice; ſuch a ſubſcription as this beco! 
equal to the nature of the moſt ſolemn oath * 
ever. I not only therefore unite in the ſame 
timent with the Archdeacon on this point ; |» 


aj 
f 


* 


it 


venture to add to it another remark, and to iy 
ſerve, that that man, be who it may, who conh ” 
himſelf not bound by a ſubſcription of this 3 
ſolemn kind, would feel no greater tye uo 0 
conſcience from the adminiſtration of tie = 
ſolemn oath whatever. P 

1 as perfectly agree with Archdeacon Pai? he 
the obſervation which he makes, reſpecting + 
Bishop and, Compilers of the thirty-nins Ar > 


Very evident muſt it be to every one, that as in 
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Kare not the impoſers of ſubſcription z neither of 
chen can pollels authority to interpret their mean- 
| Ting. The Bishop fimply acts ex officio to lee the 
law fulfi!!ed in the article of ſubſcrivtion. His 
private opinion, as Archdeacon Paley juſtly ob- 


13 Þ 5 | 
\ | ſerves. is of no figntification to the ſubſcriber, one 
- 
. way or other, Thus far the Archdeacon and J 
4 . 
* agree. But in the obſervation he hath made re- 
e | 5 Eo al | 
ſpecting the inquiries, as to the intention of the 
Legiſlature in demanding ſubſcription, the Arch- 
pr 
: J deacon and I agree but in part. 
nd | ; WY 
_ He ſays: the enquiry concerning ſubſcription 
3 will be quis impoſuit, et quo animo ; that is, wha 
*. L a . . * - | * 
| impoſed this [ubſcription, and with what defign is 
I W 
eimpoſcd? This is however but one part of the 
| 1 ; 
ſubject to be exam.ned into. I perfealy agree 
0 1 6 . 
; with hin, chat the enquiry y whom this law was 
ung 1 1 g . 3 
| impoſed, an fur what end and deſign it is im— 
($1 | | 
* poſed, is amn t eflenial point for every ſubſcriber 
clearly to (er fland bene he ſubſcribes. And 
- | 
I as Jerk: Cty JO fie with the Archdeacon when 
„be lay, tu: ze zntentien of the Legiſlator the Sub- 
1.0 | ; i 
WH /criber is bound ts fatriſy. But I no geſs contend, 
Ng | a : 
MM {ff ame tine, that this is conſide: ing he ſub- 
ect bit in part. The intention of the ti lcriber 
as | 


in ſubſcription, and the «©xamination whether he 
E 3 can 
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( 54 ) N 
can and will faithfully perform what he ſubſcribes; Þ 
theſe are points equally important, to be taken 
into the account previous to ſubſcription. 

And this view of the ſubject is ſo very obvious, Þ 
that it can require no depth of diſcernment to dil N 
cover its propriety. Put the caſe, that a promil. 
ſory note of hand ſor a thouſand pounds, or any 
given ſum was brought to Archdeacon Paley, o 
Mr. Polwhele, to be indorſed ; would either of 
thoſe gentlemen think it ſufficient to ſubſcribeP 
their hands to it, whatever might be the propoſer'sÞ 
intention, without conſidering at the ſame time 
their own? Would they conſider any reaſoning 
on the part of the propoſer ſufficiently ſatisfattoryÞ 
to induce them to accept the propoſal as a matter] 
pro forma; and ſet their name to the promile, 
with an aſſurance that there was annexed to it noÞ 
reſponſibility ? Let any one make application of 
this to the ſubject now under conſideration, and 
the inference will be the ſame. 

But let us hear what the Archdeacon hath fur- 
ther to offer. His next words are. 

© They who contend, that nothing leſs can 
*;uſtify ſubſcription to the thirty-nine articles, 
« than the actual belief of each and every ſeparate 
«propoſition contained in them, muſt ſuppoſe, 

that 
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It doth not aſk the opinion, therefore, of the ſub- 
hat 


ny | 2 
* that the legiſlator expected the conſent of ten 
«* thouſand men, and that in perpetual ſucceſſion, 
© not to one controverte:! Prop ofition, bt to many 
e hundreds. It is diflicii: to conc: ive how this 
* could be expectel by any, who blierved the 


«incurab'e diverſity of human opinion upon all 
« ſubjetts short of demonſtration.” 

Here the Archdeacon and | differ moſt eſſen- 
tially. If individuals are to frame their opinions 
concerning Jaws of any kind, and thoſe opinions 
are to become with them the {landard of deciſion; 
nothing can be more obvious than that not only 
human laws, but the divine, would ſoon be ren- 
dered altogether uncertain and nugatory. Then 
the ten Commandments, as well as the thirty-nine 
Articles, would be ſubjett to the different inter- 
pretation of different men, and the deſign would in 
a great meaſure be done away. But ſuch notions 
can ariſe in nothing but the fallacy of human 
reaſoning. Whatever is the plain and obvious 
ſenſe of the thirty-nine Articles, and ſuch as every 
honeſt and unbiaſſed mind would accept them un- 
der, this unqueſtionably is to form the lexicon of 
interpretation. The Legiſlator conſiders them what 
they really are, perfectly plain and intelligible, 


{criber 


( 56 ) | 
ſcriber concerning the co troverted points, but 
hath ſet down its own itandard of deciſion on 
thoſe points. And the ſimple queſtion with the 
Legiſlator is, will you ſubfcr;be to them, or wil! 
you not? If you do, you are ſuppoſe] to have 
the ſame opinion with the Legiſlator : neither cat; 
there be the shadow of an argument brought for. 
ward to shew, that any ſubſcriber can be at liberty 
to interpret the ſenſe of a fingle article, uHerent 
from the plain and molt obvious intention which 
that article bears. 

But who would imagine that Archideacon Paley, | 
after the above obſervation, shou!d immediately 1 
add, if the authors of the law did not intend 
* this, what did they intend ?” 4 

Who laith the authors of the law did not intend q 
this? No one but Archdeacou Palcy, I hope. I 
ſay they did intend it. And I not «niy fay they 4 
did inten” it, but I will piove it allo. And ſo ? 
confident am I, of my ability to accomplish what Þ 
I promiſe, that I venture to reſt the iſſue of the 5 
whole controverſy on this deciſion. I beg the 
Rev. Mr. Po whele to keep this promiſe of mine 
in view, and in its proper place I will take ce 
faithiully to fulfil it. But let we Hrit give all due, 
attention to the Archdeacon's obleivation, | 


ore 
o 


„ 


They who contend (ſays Archdeacon Paley) that 
nothing leſs can juſtify ſubſcription to the thirty- 
nine Articles than the actual belief of each, and 
every ſeparate propoſition contained in them, muſt 
ſuppoſe, &c. &c. 

And having ſet down theſe premiſes of his own 
forming he inſtantly leaps to a concluſion, as if 
the point was abſolutely determined in his favor, 
and cries out: If the authors of the law did 
* not intend this, what did they intend ? ” A 

They intended (he adds) to exclude from „ 


89 3 in the church, | 77 
. All abettors of popery. 7 


“. Anabaptiſts, who were at that time a PN 
* erfu] party on the continent. 

g. The Puritans, who were hoſtile to an epiſ- 
* copal conſtitution ; and 

*© 4. In general the members of ſuch leading 
* ſects or foreign eſtablichments as threatened to 
* overthrow our own. 

* Whoever finds himſelf comprehended within 
* theſe deſcriptions, ought not to ſubſcribe. Nor 
can a ſubſcriber to the articles take advantage of 


any latitude which our rule may ſcem to allow, 
ho 
$ Archdeacon Paley doth not go fo far as Mr, Polwhele, for he 


adds ** but all others may.“ 
That 
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© who is not firſt convinced that he is truly and 
*ſubllantially ſatisfying the intention of the legiſ- 
* we.” 

Thus far the Archdeacon. 1 Now let us once 
more attend to the juſtneſs and propriety of his 
obſervations, He here aſſerts, without adding the 
veſtige of an authority for it, that the intention 
of the Legiſlator in impoſing ſubſcription to the 
thirty-nine Articles, was only to exclude from 
offices in the Church four claſſes of perſons. But 
if this had been really the caſe, how aſtonishing 
is it to diſcover that the Articles themſelves have 
no reference, whatever, to the characters intended 
to be excluded by them {Papiſts excepted) which 
could have particularly operated to this purpoſe ! 

And can it be ſuppoſed by any man of common 


ſenſe, that the intention of the Legiſlator, in in- 

+ That I may omit nothing of the whole chapter of the Arch- 
deacon's on ſubſcription, though the remaining pant is not connected 
with my ſubject, I have here ſubjoined it. 


© Luring the preſent ſtate of eccleſiaſtical patronage, in which 


“e private individuals are permitted to impoſe teachers upon pariſhes, 
« with which they are often little or not at all conneſted, ſome 
limitation of the patron's choice may be neceſſary, to prevent 


« unedifying contentions between neighbouring teachers, or between 


te the teachers and their reſpective congregations, But this danger, 
jf it exiſt, may be provided agaiuſt with equal effect, by converting 
** the articles of faith into articles of peace. 


ſifting 
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„ % 
* ſifting upon ſubſcription to the idle, was only 
0 directed to this object, and yet that the very point 
itſelf is not even mentioned ? 
Doth Archdeacon Paley really b:! che that this 
Vas the great deſign for which the X ile, were 
* framed, and for which, ſubſcription to them, ever 
3 fince, hath been invariably demanded ? 

Doth Archdeacon Paley really believe that 4. 
purpoſe of the Legiſlator is fully anſwered, pro- 
vided that the four claſſes of perſons he deſc:ibes 
are kept out of the Church ? | 
5 I wish upon thofe principles he had been kind 
| enough to have explained, why it is, that upon 
avery renewed inſtance of prefer nent in the 
Church, the perſon receiving it, is obliged to read 
himſelf in, as it is called, by publickly reading 
every one of the Articles before God, in the face 
of the congregation, 

I can have no other conception, I confeſs, (and 
I should venture to think no man of common 
ſenſe could either) but that this 1s enjoined with 
the expreſs view that thereby the perſon advancing 
in preferment is ſuppoſed to teſtify atresh his per- 
ſect approbation of the whole, and every ſeparate 
Article, and of his intentions of conforming to 


them in all the ſubſequent acts of his miniſtry. 
But 


( 60 ) 


But on the preſumption that the Archdeacor, 
is right, and that the Articles were only framed 
to keep out the characters he mentions, what a 
curious circumſtance would it be to hear one of 
our Bishops queſtioning a young man coming to 
him from the Univerſity for Orders: Are you an 
abettor of Popery ? Are you an Anabaptiſt ? Are 
you a Puritan? And if the youth anſwered in 
the negative, (as well he might) that then he might 
fancy himſelf at liberty to fign thirty-nine 
Articles on the moſt ſolemn points of doctrine, 
whether he had a conviction of their truth, or whe— 
ther he had not? 

Mr. Polwhele indeed might have ſaid upon this 
occaſion, as he hath to me upon another, I aH 
Calviniſm. But this, according to Archdeacon 
Paley's maxim, would not be material. Thoug! 
the doctrines of the Articles, and the Liturgy of 
the Church are wholly calviniſtical; yet this would 
be of no conſequence, He might ſafely leap over 
the fence, for it is thrown up only to the abettor 
of Popery, and Avabaptiſts, and Puritans, &c.— 
And hence an Arian or Socinian might, in this 
caſe, ſign the firſt Article, as well as a hater of 
Calviniſm the 17th. For no one vou'd accuſe the 
one or the other of Popery or Puritaniſm. 


If 


„ 


If Archdeacon Paley really reaſoned himſelf 
nto the belief of ſuch opinions, before that he 
attempted to reaſon the world into the belief of 
hem, however Mr. P. may declare himſelf con- 
inced, I will aſſume the confidence to lay, that 
t can only be for the want of attention, in ex- 
amining his arguments, or inclination to re-e:ve 
he truth, that he should have any other follower, 
For taking vp the ſubje& on his own premiſes, I 
enture to aſſert, that enough hath been advanced 
by me in contradiction, to cpcrate on the mind 


f every man of can or, in throwing to the ground 
he whole of his hypotheſis. _ 

But I have not yet dane with the Archdeacon. 
I have ſtill in reſerve another view of the ſuhject, 
- which I should think even Mr. P. himſelf cannot 
1 Wtcadily look at undaunted. Sn; poſe, Sir, that 1 
Fran produce an authority which shall at once, and 
f In the moſt decided manner prove, that the in- 
1 Wention of the Legiſlator, in emandliug ſubſcription 
ro the thirty-nine Articles, was not directed merely 
r Mo keep out i nproper perſons from the Church, but 
J enſue (as far as a ſolemn ſubſcription could 
is Enſure) the f unde of orthodox principles in 
of Whoſe who came in? 

e This, Sir, I can accomplish. And this is what 
fp I had 


And the will and meaning of the Compilers of the 


words: 


but they are ſaid to be framed for the exprel 
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J had in view in the promiſe I made you. 10 
will not deny, I hope, but that every man is thy 
beſt interpreter of his own will and meaning. 


Articles cannot be better or more clearly expreſſed 
than is done by them in the very title-page of the 
Articles themſelves. If you will have the good 
neſs to turn to the thirty-nine Articles, which ma 
be found, I believe, in almoſt every folio editio 
of the Book of Common Prayer, you will find th 
real intention of them expreſſed in thoſe plair 


“Articles agreed upon by the Archbishops ant 
Bishops of both Provinces, and the whole Clergy 
in the Convocation holden at London, in the Ye 
1562, for the avoiding of Diverſities of Opinion; 
and for the ſtablishing of Conſent touching truÞith 
Religion: Reprinted by his Majeſty's Command” 
ment, with his Royal Declaration pfefixed there 
unto,” : 

You will be pleaſed to obſerve, that in this tit 
prefixed to the Articles, there is not a word inti 
mated about the abettors of Popery, or the like 


purpoſe only of avoiding of diver faties of opinion: 
and for the eſtabliſhing of e touching tri 
religion. 


0 5 
the 


And to prevent all poſſible miſconceptions, the 

itle of the Articles is followed with the King's 
_ Declaration, which one should have thought with 
* nodeſt minds, would have been ſufficiently ſatis- 
* adory to ſilence every doubt. 
o That the reader of our correſpondence may have 
cpo trouble in referring to the Book of Common 
Prayer for the proof of what I fay, I have re- 
gueſted my Printer to inſert in this place, a copy 
f his Majeſty's Declaration, as it flands prefixes 
it the head of the Articles themſelves, 


and 
8) His Majeſty's DECLARATION. 
"Ell 


Ons L) fender of the Faith, and Supreme Governor of the Church, 
tr ithin theſe our Dominions, IVe hold it moſt agreeable to this our 
ingly Office, and our Own religious Zeal to conſerve and main - 
ain the Church committed to our charge, in unity of true Re- 
gion, and in the bond of Peace; and not to ſuffer unneceſſary 
Diſputations, Altercations, or Queſtiont to be raiſed, which may 
tit ouriſh faction both in the Church and Common-wealth, We have 
terefore, upon mature deliberation, and with the advice of ſs 
ike any of Our Bi/zops as might Conveniently be called together, 
ought fit to make this Declaration following : 
That the Articles of the Church of England, {which have been 
01 lowed and authorized heretof re, and which our Clergy gene- 
gal have ſubſcribed unto) do contain the true Doctrine of the 
hurch of England, agreeable to God's Word s which We do the re- 
we ratify ard confirm, requiring all our loving Subjects to con- 
F2 tinue 


TY EING by Ged's Ordinance, according to our juſt Title, De. 


E 


iinue in the uniform profeſſion thereof, and prohibiting the leaf 
difference from the ſaid Articles; which to that end We comma, 
to be new printed, and this Our Declaration to be publiſhed theyre. 
with, | 

That we are Supreme Governour of the Church of England 
And that if any difference ariſe about the external policy, con 
cerning the Injunctions, Canons, and other Conſtitutions what /; 
ever thereto belonging, the Clergy in their Convocation is to orde 


and ſettle them, having firſt obtained leave under our Broad Seal 


fo to do: and We approving their ſaid Ordinances and Conſi 
tutions ; providing that none be made contrary to the Laws an 
Cuſtoms of the Land, 


That out of our Princely Care, that the Churchmen may do thy 


worR which is proper unto them, the Biſhops and Clergy, fra 
time to time in Convocation, upon their humble deſire, ſhall ha: 
Licence under Our Broad Seal to deliberate of, and to do all ſic 
things, as being made plain by them, and aſſented unto by U 
Mall concern the ſettled continuancs of the Dotirine and Diſc 


tline of the Church of England, now eſtabliſhed; from which H 


2 not endure any varying, or departing in the laſt Degree, 

That for the preſent, though ſome differences have been i 
raiſed, vet We take comfort in this, that all Clergymen Withii 
our Realm have always moſt willingly ſubſcribed to the Articl: 
eſtabliſhed ; which is an Argument to Us, that they all agree i 


the true, uſual, literal meaning of the ſaid Articles z and d 


even in thoſe curious Points, in which the preſent Differences i 
Men of all forts take the Articles of the Church of England, le 
for them: which is an Argument again, that none of them int. 
any Deſertion of the Articles eſtabliſhed. 

That therefore in theſe both curious and unhappy Difſerenc?! 
which have for ſo many hundred Years, in diſſerent times 0 
Places, exerciſed the Church of Chriſt, We will, that all irt 
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curious Search be laid aſide, and theſe Diſpntes ſuut up in God's 
Promiſes, as they be generally ſet forth to Us in the holy Scrip- 
tures, and the general Meaning of the Articles of the Church of 
England, according to them, And that no Man hereafter ſhall 
either print er preach to draw the Article aſide any Way, but 
ſhall ſubmit to it in the plain and full Meaning thereof; and 
ſhall not put his own Senſe or Comment to be the Meaning of tit 
Article, but ſtall jake it in the literal and grammatical Senſe. 


That if any Publick Reader in either of Our Univerſities, or 
any Heed or Naber of a College, or any other Perſon reſpectively 
in either of them, ſhall affix any new Senſe to any Article, or 
ſhall publickly read, determine, or hold any Publick Diſputation, 
or ier any ſuch to be held either Way, in either the Univerſities 
or Colleges re/pedively ; or if any Divine in the Univerſities ſhalt 
preac/ or print any thing either Way, other than is alreaily eſta- 
blifked in Conrocation with Our Royal AlJent ; he or they the 
Offenders ſhall be liable to Our Diſpleaſure, and the Church's 
Ceiſure in our Commiſſion Eccleſiaſtical; as well as any other 5 
aud we will ſec there ſhall be due Execution upon them. 


Now, Sir, if you will condeſcend to remark 
the leading points of this declaration of his Ma- 
jeſty, you will find, that the Articles were not 
framed, as Archdeacon Paley aſſerts, to keep out 
of the church the abettors of Popery only, but to 
prevent altercalions and diſputes within + that his 
Majeſty conſidered the Articles of the Church of 
England as containing true doctrine, agrceable to 
God's word, and that as ſuch, his Majeſty requires 

| 1 3 all 
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all his loving ſubjects to continue in the uniform pro- 
fefſion thereof. That no one hereafter should 
either print or preach to draw the Articles afide any 
way, but ſubmit to them in the plain and full meaning 
thereof. And that if any Public Reader, or Head 
or Maſter of College, or any other Perſon should 
affix any new ſenſe to any article, the offender 
Should be liable to the King's diſpleaſure. And 
that the King would ſee there should be due ex- 
ecution done, 

How Archdeacon Paley, or Archdeacon any 
body elſe, in the face of this plain declaration of 
his Majeſty, and in defiance of the punishment 
threatened to a contempt of that authority, could 
preſume to ſet up his opinion to the contrary, is 
to me, I cunfeſs, matter of the greateſt aſtonich- 
ment; and only to be equalled by what Mr. Pol- 
whele hath aſlerted, that all who are not abettors 
of Popery, &c. may with ſafety ſubſcribe. 

Fou may, Sir, compliment the Archdeacon's 
ſagacity, and he may feel gratified that his work 
hath run through many editions. But with all the 
contempt you are pleaſed to throw upon my me- 
thodiſm, believe nie, I would not be the author of 
this chapter on ſubſcription to the Articles of Re- 
[:g1on, for all the tempotalities of an Archdeacon- 
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5 
ry; no, nor for all the emoluments of the whole 
Church of England, put them altogether, 

And ſuffer me, Sir, anmdſt the commendations, 
which report faith you are receiving hen great 
folks, in conſequence of your attacks of me ; to 
remind you, that when thoſe compliments shall be 
followed with more ſubſtantial favors; and you 
come to © bear your blushing honors thick upon 
you,“ in being ſtalled or canonized in ſome Ca- 
thedral, (and fainted you might have been perhaps, 
ſor ſuch ſervices, had you fortunately belonged to 
another church) as you mull again ſubſcribe to 
thoſe articles, ſuffer me to remind you, that there 
are two or three leading particulars concerning 
them, worthy your moſt ſerious regard. 

Firſt—I beg you to recolle& what Archdeacon 
Paley hath ſaid, thai ſubſcription to the Articles 
carries with it the nature and ſolemnity of an oath, 
Do not forget this. That he fait; moreover, the 
Bishop, no more than the cryer of a court, hath 
authority to interpret the ſenſe of any one article 
by his private opinion. Pray remember this a. 
And forget nor the Archdeacon's oblervaiton when 
he ſaith, that the intention of the legiſlator in um- 
po:.ng ſubſcription to the Articies, the ſubſciiber 
is bound to tulfil, I beg you not to Overlook 
thele obſervations. 


BE 


And ſecondiy—While you pay this reſpect to 
the Archdeacon's remarks, let me further beg you 
at the ſame time, not to loſe fight of what the Ar- 
ticles themſelves expreſs in the title-page ; that 
they are exprelsly formed for the purpoſe of a- 
voiding diverſities of opinion reſpecting matters of 
faith. And under this particular, I would requeſt 
you more eſpecially to keep in remembrance his 
Majeſty's declaration concerning them; and for- 
get not that though the mildneſs of the preſeat 
happy government, doth not carry into execution 
the threatenings which are there added to the wilful 
perverſion of the Articles; yet the law itſelf is as 
much exiſting as ever, and as capable of being en- 
forced. 

And laſtly, and above all; before you take the 
pen into your hand to ſubſcribe the Articles once 
more, call to mind, I beſeech you, that there is 
One preſent alſo to receive your ſubſeription, be- 
fide the Bishop and his cler!s, who!e obſervation is 
of more conſequence than that of all mankind. 
And' if, Sir, with all thoſe ſolemn conſiderations 
in view, and after the open avowal you have made 
of your ſentiments reſpecting the Articles, you 
ſtll find yourſelf at liberty to ſign them afresh ; 
though you may advance to the higheſt order of 

our 
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our church, you will advance but the more to es- 
cite my pity and commiſeration. I shall look up 
to the dangerous pinnacle on which you ſtand, not 
with envy, I aſſure you, but with ſorrow. — What 
your feelings may be I know not, but according 
to my apprehenſion, the trifling and momentary 
enjoyment 1s purchaſed at a price infinitely too 
dear, which connects with it many painful reflec- 
tions now, and yet more awful ones to follow, in 
the proſpect of that day, when God will judge the 
fecrets of men by Jeſus Chrift. I 

You bring me to my catechiſm again when you 
ſay, let me aſk you, what think you of a paſſage in 


our Church Catechiſm, © the body and blood of 
Chriſt, which are verily and indeed taken ?” 7/7 


(you add) you underſtand this paſſage literally, you 
are evidently a tranſubſtantialiſt. But as I preſume 


you are not, you cannot underſtand the paſſage lite- 
rally. According to your own judgment therefore, 


you prevaricate; vou are guilty of duplicity. 


I know not in this correſpondence, which hath 
excited my aſtonishment moſt, the temerity with 
which you ſirſt entered into a controverſy on points 
of theology; or your incompetency to carry it on 
alter that you had entered. In this obſervation 
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. And ſecondly While you pay this reſpect to 
the Archdeacon's remarks, let me further beg you 
at the ſame time, not to loſe fight of what the Ar- 
ticles themſelves expreſs in the title-page ; that 


voiding diverſities of opinion reſpecting matters of 
faith. And under this particular, I would requeſt 
you more eſpecially to keep in remembrance his 
Majeſty's declaration concerning them; and for- 
get not that though the mildneſs of the preſeat 
happy government, doth not carry into execution 
the threatenings which are there added to the wilful 
perverſion of the Articles; yet the law itſelf is as 
much exiſting as ever, and as capable of being en- 
forced. 

And laſtly, and above all; before you take the 
pen into your hand to ſubſcribe the Articles once 
more, call to mind, I beſeech you, that there is 
One preſent alſo to receive your ſubſeription, be- 
fide the Bishop and his c!er!.s, whole obſervation is 
of more conſequence than that of all mankind. 
And if, Sir, with all thoſe folemn conſiderations 
in view, and after the open avowal you have made 
of your ſentiments reſpecting the Articles, you 
ſtll find yourſelf at liberty to ſign them afresh ; 
though you may advance to the higheſt order of 
our 
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our church, you will advance but the more to es- 
cite my pity and commiſeration. I shall look up 
to the dangerous pinnacle on which you ſtand, not 
with envy, I aſſure you, but with ſorrow.— What 
your feelings may be I know not, but according 
to my apprehenſion, the trifling and momentary 
enjoyment 1s purchaſed at a price infinitely too 
dear, which connects with it many painful reflec- 
tions now, and yet more awful ones to follow, in 
the proſpe& of that day, when God will judge the 
ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chrift. J 

You bring me to my catechiim again when you 
ſay, let me aſk you, what think you of a paſſage in 
our Church Catechiſm, © the body and blood of 
Chriſt, which are verily and indeed taken ?” If 
(you add) you underſtand this paſſage literally, you 
are evidently a tranſubſtantialiſt. But as I preſume 
you are not, you cannot underſtand the paſſage lite- 
rally. According to your own judgment therefore, 
you prevaricate; ho, are guilty of duplicity. 

I know not in this correſpondence, which hath 
excited my aſtonishment moſt, the temerity with 
which you ſirſt entered into a controverſy on points 
of theology; or your incompetency to carry it on 
alter that vou had entered. In this obſervation 
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on the Catechiſm, beſides the additional proof it 
affords of your avowed duplicity concerning the 
doctrines of our Church, you manifeſt a complete 
Ignorance of one of its moſt important truths, — 
Yes, Sir, I do accept the paſlage in its literal ſenſe, 
and yet I am no tranſubſtantialiſt. And would 
you condeſcend to attend the rehearſal of the 
Church Catechiſm in our Sunday School, I would 


depute one of our little ſcholars to explain to du 


the paſſage, which is in itſelf too obvious to require 


a greater extent of learning. | 
The church itſelf indeed hath rendered it fo 


plain, that her own words are ſufficient to convey 


her meaning. For while she expreſsly declares 
that bread and wine are only outward ſigns of an 
inward and ſpiritual grace, the body and blood of 
Chriſt are laid to be verily and indeed taken and 
received by the faithful in the Lord's ſupper.— 
Obſerve, Sir, it is the Faithful which are ſaid verily 
to eat of the body and blood of Chriſt. For the 
wicked, and ſuch as be void of a lively faith, (as 
the 29th article expreſſes it) although they do car- 
nally and viſibly preſs with their teeth the ſacra- 
ment of the body and blood of Chriſt, yet in no wiſe 
are they partakers of Chriſt. And (as the 28th 


article explains what is meant by feeding on Chriſt) 
| the 


the body of Chriſt is ſaid to be given, taken, and 
eaten in the ſupper only, after an heavenly and 
ſpiritual manner. 

The elements made uſe of in the ordinance are 
ſimply bread and wine. And bread and wine they 
will remain for ever, while unuſed, or until pe- 
rished in uſing; notwithſtanding the hands of a 
thouſand Bishops or Prieſts were piouſly elevated 
over them. But, Sir, that the fa:tkfu! ; that is, 
truly regenerated fouls really feed upon the body 
and blood of Chriſt by faith, is a doctrine which 
derives not its authority from the Church Cate- 
chiſm, but the Church Catechiſm derives it from 
the expreſs words of Chriſt. 

Had you read our Lord's memorable conver- 
ſation with the Jews upon this very ſubject, as re- 
rcorded in the 6th chapter of John's goſpel, you 
would have there learnt, that the Lord Jeſus not 
only declares himſeif to be the living bread to his 
people, and the bread of life which came down 
from heaven, of which whoſoever eateth shall live 
for ever; but that he inſiſts ſo much upon this 
very point of eating his flesh, and drinking his 
blood, as eſſential to all the purpoſes of life, that 
except a man doth eat of the fleſh of the Son of man, 
and drink his blood, he hath no life in him. r 


See John 6 paſſim, 


or 
You may probably, upon this occaſion, as the 
Jews did of old, cry out how can this man give us 
his flesh to eat? But remember, that your want 
of apprehenſion is no argument againſt the credi- 
bility of the fact itſelf, Souls truly regenerated 
by the Spirit of God, are brought forth into action, 
and are as conſcious of ſpiritual life, and ſpiritual 
wants and cdefires, as the body is in the exerciſe of 
its natural faculties. They have their appetites, 
their affections, their conflict, their pains and 
pleaſures, ſpiritually conſi ered, and ſited to their 
ſpiritual apprehenſions, as much as the body to its 
corporeal feelings. 

Hence, while unregenera ed perſons are ſaid to 
be dead in treſpaſſes and fins; to b paſt feeling ; 
having eyes and ſee not, and cars and hear not, and 
the like: the ſoul of a truly regenc rated chriſtian 
is deſcribed as being born again, and become a 
new creature in Chriſt Jeſus. And in conſcquence 
thereof hath new lenſes correſpon ing to this new 
creation. The eye is ſaid to be enlightened to ce 
what is the hope of his calling. The ear 10 hear 
the voice of (hriſt and which non? but his ſherp 
hear. Andi the mouth is ſaid to tale of the Lord's 
graciouſneſs, and as a new-born babe to defare the 
fencere milk of the word to grow thereby, 
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The ordinance therefore of the Lord's ſupper 
(as indeed every other means of grace) is deſigned 
as a medium of conveyance to the ſoul, that while 
the outward ſenſes of the body are arreſted and 
engaged by objects ſuited to their natural powers, 
the inward faculties of the ſoul may be excited by 
their ſpiritual apprehenſion to the rea! enjoyment 
of the great object intended. And hence, while 
nomival profeſſors of the goſpel, who attend the 
ordinance of the ſupper, eat of the bread, and 
drink of the cup, and are unconſcious of ought 
beſide ; ſpiritual worshippers feed by faith on the 
body and blood of Chriſt. Like the Iſraelites of 
old, of whom it is ſaid, that while eating of the 
ſame ſpiritual meat, and drinking of the ſaine ſpi- 
ritual drink, thcy all drank of that ſpiritual rock 
that followed them, and that rock was CH So 
the pure ſeed of Jſrael now, find real communion 
with the Lor to be, v hat the Apoſtle declared it, 
the cup of bleſſing which they bleſs, is the communion 
of the blood of Chriſt ; and the bread which they 
break, is the commumon of the body of Chrift.* == 
And from the {ame principe. Becauſe they are 
united to Chriſt by a hving faith, (or to uſe the 
words of our chuth) they dwell in Chrift, and 


Cor. ix; 


G Chriſt 


4 74 


Chrift in them; they are one with Chriſt, and 


Chrift with them. They live on him, as the brancl 
on the vine. “ They are united to him, as ſtones 
in the building.“ And they derive all ſpirituall go 
life from him, as the ſtream from the fountain. he 
If theſe truths are unknown to you, Sir, andiohi 
to thoſe of your party, who, from being ignorant epi 
what vital, experimental religion means, reſt in aJ,f 
form, while denying the power of godline!s : the js 
Apoſtle Paul hath fully aſſigned the reaſon, and aJ,nc 
very awful one it is. The natural man (he faith) un, 
receiveth not the things of the ſpirit of God, for ſis t 
they are fooliſhneſs unto him, neither can he know pre 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned.“ the 
And ſo you think, Sir, that you are as firm a fan 
Trinitarian as myſelf. Indeed it might be fo, if Ar 
hiſtorical or hearſay evidence formed the character. Iſell 
But had you attended to what the Apoſtle Paul Jha 
hath ſaid, you would have learnt, that no man can Ito, 
Jay that Jeſus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghoſt.) wo 
And as you do not profeſs to have derived any Þyj 
teaching from Him, it is plain, that your appre- {yh 
henſion of this glorious dottrine can have no 
foundation of this kind to reſt upon. nit 


3 John XV. 1, Eph. ii. 20, &c, 1 Cor. il, 14. lod 
71 Cor, Xu, 3. 
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Perhaps you have to learn that there is a faith of A 
the head, which is the mere effect of reading or 64 
ſtudy, or of human teſtimony, totally diſtinguished 5 
alffrom that of the heart, which ſcripture declares to 
be the ſole giſt of Cod.. And this is the ſaith 
ndwhich the Apoſtle James ſpeaks of in his aImirable 
int ſepiſlle. A mere hiſtorical faith, the reſult only 
a ſof human reaſon, or tradition; untaught by the 
he [Spirit of God, unfounded in divine influences & 
a ſand conſequently, as the Apoſtle juſtly obſerves, 
h) unprofitable and vain. Very different from this 
or Fis that faith which the Apoſtle Paul uniformly re- 
'Wwhpreſents in all his writings, A faith which is in 
the heart; the operation of the Spirit of God, 1 
4 fand is productive of all its bleſſed properties. 4 
if And had cheſe juſt diſtinctions in the principle it- 
r. Iſelf. together with the different object each Apoſtle 
ul had in view, when deſcribing faith, been attended 
zn to, what volumes would have been. ſpared the 
I Jworld, in the childish attempt to reconcile the 
ſuppoſed difference between thoſe inſpired writers, 
C who, in fact, never differed at all. | 
Whether your belief in the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity be of the hiſtorical kind, remains with you toy ? 
look into. But, Sir, as I bleſs God mine is not 
Al. . 29s 
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founded 


as 13 
1 founded in this principle, I feel no apprehenſion 
8 in what you have obſerved, that I all expire at 
laſt an Atheist: or what your oracle Bishop La- 
vington hath advanced, of the tranſition from Fa- 
naticiſm to Atheiſm. Alas! poor man, what a 
faith was his! Not that faith, I fear, which is 
the gift of God ; for had he known this, he would 
have known alſo, that a tranſition from religion 
to infidelity is impoſhble. Peter would have told 
him that they are kept by the power of God, through 
faith, unto ſalvation F And Feremiah (not to 
mention any other) would have taught him, that 
the ſecurity of the faithful is shut up in God's ab- 
folute promiſes. I will not turn away from them 
to do them good: but I will put my fear into their 
hearts that they ſhall not depart from me. J 

And now, Sir, I believe that I have replied to 
every thing in your Letter excepting ſome unno- 
ticed inſtances of perſonal abuſe. But theſe are of 
no concern, I should not indeed have regarded a 
fingle circumſtance of this kind, had it not been 
from neceflity, in their being ſo interwoven with 
the main ſubjeQ of your letter, that they were in- 
ſeparable from it, For it is an invariable maxim 
with me, never to make anſwer to ſubjects of mere 


7 1 Pet. i. 5. 7 Jer, xy xil. 40. 


abuſe. 


E | 
abuſe. I never read them indeed, (unleſs in your 4 
inſtance) much leſs think of making reply to them. 4 


a- It is enough with me, when thoſe friends, in whoſe 
2- judgment J confide, have read them, and informed 
a me, that they have none of thoſe characters with 
is which that wi/dom which is from above is diſtinguish- 
Id ed ; but, on the contrary, evidently bear thoſe three 
on deciſive marks, which the Apoſtle hath pointed out 
Id in the wiſdom which is from beneath.“ This ſuper- 
1 ſedes the neceſſity of a reply. They form indeed the 
to beſt reply to themſelves; and, like that reptile, 
at which carries in the ſubſtance of her body an dil, 
b- which men of medical {kill extract, as the beſt an- 
mM tidote to her own poiſon; ſo, in the entrails of 
ir ſuch writings, every one of diſcernment can diſ- 7 
cover ſomewhat of an emollient to counteract the . 
to effect of their own malignity. 
O- You may therefore, Sir, write if you pleaſe, as 
of many volumes as you have lines, while you con- 
a fine your fatire to the perſon of Dr. H.—Your 


Anecdotes of Methodifm, or any other religious jeſt 
h book you shall think proper to publish, will never 


i- call forth any thing more than my pity for the | 
m Author. But as I told you before, (for I make ö 
e a very nice diſtinction between the abuſe of my 


* James ili. 15. 
perſon, 
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perſon, and the abuſe of the holy faith J profeſs) 
if you, or any of your party, dare to ſport with 
the ſacred doctrines which you and they, as well 
as myſelf have ſubſcribed ; while I can hold a pen, 
I will, under God's aſſured help, defend his turths 
againſt all oppoſition. EE 

But before you go further, and proceed to treat 
ſuch ſolemn ſubjects with lightneſs and ridicule, I 
would entreat you for your own ſake to pauſe one 
moment, and reflect on what the Apoſtle John 
hath ſaid, of the fin that is unig death, and for 
which he intimates that no prayer is to be made. 
It may well merit your moſt ſolemn conſideration 
how nearly that man is treading on the confines of 
it, who ventures to throw into one indiſcriminate 
maſs, the whole of experimental religion as the 
effect of enthuſiaſm and hypocrily. 

In taking my leave of you I cannot, I dare not 
indeed adopt ſimilar terms to your's. For having 
hel! me up, as you have done, in both your let- 
ters, as uuworthy to live, and unfit to die, you 

conclude your ſirst letter in telling me, that as our 
object is one and the ſame ; though treading diffe- 
rent paths, yet if ſincere, we fhall meet in the road 
to ſalvation. And in this ſecond favor, though 
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fearing 
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fearing that T ſhall go out of th: world in a puff, 
as an Atheist; yet you add, may the Almis ity 
grant that no ſuch fate be your's, and may He re. 
ceive both you and me into the arms of his mercy,— 

Now, Sir, with all the hypocriſy you charge 
me with, I dare not imitate what you perhaps 
think to be very charitable, by complimenting 
Man's hopes at the expence of God's truth. The 
man who dies an Atheiſt. ſcripture alfords no en- 
couragement to pray for; and therefore ſuch pre- 
tenſions are vain. : 

I shall deal much more faithful with you. For 
I tell yon, and that very plainly, that ue tread- 
ing ſuc i different paths, it is impoſſible, conſiſtent 
with God's truth, that we shall ever mect in the 
road to ſalvation. That deciſive, and unalterable 
declaration of the Lord Jefus, throws io the ground 
ſuch falſe hopes: Except a man be born again he 
cannot fee the kingdom of God. And in what that 
regeneration conſiſts, the ſame bleſſed goſpel de- 
clares. They who are the happy partakers of it 
are born not of blood. nor of the will of the fleſhy 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 

Wu may take refuge under the different inter- 
pretation of Archbishop Segler, or an hundred 
more Archbishops; or Doctors {bbott and Clark, 


Ox 
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or a thouſand more ſuch Doctors. But (if 
as you tell ne, their ideas, and even their ex- 
preſſions upon regeneration you have brought for- 
ward upon the ſubje) as they differ from thoſe » 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, they are falſe, and 
therefore not to be regarded, I do not, as you 
ſay, claſs ſuch writers with ſchool-boys in the firſt 
rudiments of learning ; for ſchool-boys, if begin- 
ning to learn right, will make ſome proficiency. 
But thoſe err in the elementary principles, and 
therefore are blind guides. They are literally the 
blind leading the blind ; and you know who hath 
ſaid where the final fall muſt be. 
I only add, Reverend Sir, that it will give me 
great pleaſure to hear that you are come under a 
better Teacher, and that God hath given you repent- 
ance to the acknowledging of the truth. 
I am, Rev. Sir, &c. 
ROBERT HAWKER. 


FINTIS. 


NETTLETON, PRINTER, PLYMOUTH, 


E RN ATA. 
Among other inaccuracies, the Reader is deſired 
to correct and forgive the following: f 


Page 19, line 4 from bottom, for again read again}. 
—— 38, line 3 from top, for inſerted read aſſerted. 
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